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| T H E 
AUTHOR's EPISTLE 


To all the Militant Saints, and truedFol- 


lowers of CHRIST, the Captain of 
our great Salvation, | 


BELOVED, 


0-28 are the proper patrons of this 
| poor piece. Now I make bold to 
ſend 1t forth into the wide world, it 
can expect ſhelter from none but you. 
Should it happen to fall into its ene- 
mies hands, the Papiſts, &c. they will 
give it no quarter, but will uſe it 

worſe than an enemy. er 
This treatiſe, like many a ſoldier, 
rides out a ſcouting on a low horſe, 
and with mean apparel, but with good 
armour, for it has the whole armour 
of God. Its errand 1s to fave your 
ſouls from the frre of Hell, and that is 
better than to be preſerved from the 

flames of Sodom. 
IS It. 


Civ) 


If you aſk me why I ſend it forth 
into the field ſeeing ſo many valiant 


Worthies there already? Why, I 
look upon it as my duty to do ſervice 


for my captain, as well as another. The 
belt preachers and printers are but 


ſtars of the firſt magnitude in the 
right hand of the ſun of righteouſ- 
nels, and ſhine ina derived light from 
him; and why ſhould not leſſer ſtars 


in the loweſt orb ſhine in their ſpheres 


to give light to this dark world when 
enlightened by the ſame ſun? 


Again, I know not how near my 


glaſs 1s run, and how ſoon the ſhadows 


of the evening may- overtake me ; 


therefore I am willing to double my 
- diligence, and to do much in a ſhort 


time for my great maſter, yea, to 
Ipread truth a great way, many ways, 
and to many men at once. This httle 
piece. may travel where the author 

nows not, yea, where the author can- 
not; it may have its liberty when he 
is in bonds; it may ſpeak when his 
mouth . is ſtopped; it may dwell in 
England when he is baniſhed; it may 
remain as a trophy of truth, and a 


Pillar to poſterity, when he is dead, 
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dead yet ſpeaketh, and as a ſtatue o 
braſs, hoon forthits dead hand with 
a living voice, pointing to every tra- 
veller the right road, ſaying, © This is 
the good old way, walk ' ien 
Again, the great apoſtaſy of many 
profeſſors, yea, and great preachers 
too; the long tail of the beaſt full of 
apoſtate wandering ſtars, that are fal- 
len from Heaven, and are ſwept away 
already, and the ſhaking of many 
more; the timorouſneſs, the tempori- 
ſing, the cowardice, the fearfulneſs 
and falſeneſs, the moroſeneſs and bit- 
terneſs, the mutiny and malice, &c. 
that is among the profeſſors; the 
hearkening ſo much to carnal pru- 
dence, and ſo little to precious Chriſt ; 
the danger his intereſt is in, and the 
little ws ex there 1s for the truth 
upon the earth ; the doubts and fears 
that many labour under about the 
right manner of worſhipping God, 
andthe backwardneſs of many to lend 
their great torches to light the little 
candles. Theſe motives, and the hkes 
have wetted my pen with ink, and 
my eyes with tears, and extorted theſe 
lines from me, 
_ Now 
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Now, fellow ſoldiers, having com- 


mended this treatiſe to you, I com- 


mend you to the Great Shepherd of 
the ſheep, and the Captain of our Sal- 
vation, before whom we ſhall all ap- 
pear at the general muſter and ren- 


dezvous at the great pay-day, when 


faints militant, and ſaints triumphant, 
God, angels, and men, ſhall all meet 
at once. Let us ſo fight the good 

faithful in the 
warfare of the lamb, that we may ſee 
one another with comfort then; and 


to molt of you I ſay, Farewell, fare- 
well, untill that day!“ 
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T H E 
EDTITOR's PREFACE 
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READER, 


R. STEPHEN COVEN, author 
of The Militant Qriſtian, was 


one of thoſe worthy confeſſors ejected 


on the fatal 24th of Auguſt, 1662. 
We have but little ſaid of him by 
thoſe who have tranſmitted to us 
an account of che above conſcienti- 
ous men. We find he was deprived 
of the rectory of Sanford Peverel, in 


the county of Devon. From this 


book he appears tohave been a warm- 
hearted advocate for true religion. 
The deſign of it was to animate the 


followers of the Lord Jeſus to cou- 


rage and perſeverance in thoſe ſuf- 
fering times: and by the eſteem ex- 
preſled for it among ſerious perſons 
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of our day, we doubt not but it was 
uſeful to thouſands when it firſt came 
from the preſs. 
| The book has been for a number of 
| years very ſcarce. Many who have 
read it with pleaſure and fit have 
wiſhed to ſee it re-printed. To gra- 
tify their wiſhes, and with a view to 
the ſpiritual profit of Chriſtians in 
general, it 1s now abridged. and re- 
printed. | 

There were in the firſt edition 
many things ſuited to the times in 
which the author lived. Thele, as 
now. quite uſeleſs, are left out, ſome 
words are likewiſe altered for ſuch as 
are better underſtood ; but the fenfe 
and — of the book are carefully 
preſerved, ſome verſes of poetry are 
inſerted for the better remembering 
the ſubſtance of what is written and 
the ſolid pleaſure of the reader. 

The Chriſtian ſoldier is here repre- 
ſented in his preſent warfaring con- 
dition. You will find he has a good 
captain, a good cauſe, a good armour 
provided, and many proitable di- 
ecrtions given tor rightly uſing his 
Ipiritual 


( ix ) N 
__ weapons. God grant every 

iritual warrior may be obedient to 
the firſt, courageous in the ſecond, 


and taught by the Holy Ghoſt ſucceſs- 
fully to uſe the laſt. Amen. 
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5 2 TiMorturY, ii. 3. 
THOU the- fore endure Hardneſs, as « good Sol 


adler of Fefus Chriſt. 


To epiſtle was wrote' by Paul to Timos 
while a priſoner at Rome, when the 


time 7 his departure and martyrdom was at 
hand. Here obſerve by the way, from the cir- 
cumſtance of the epiſtle, that it is no new thing 
for the miniſters of Chriſt to be the priſoners of 
Chriſt. Paul was often put in priſon, as it ap- 
pears from ſome of his writings, 2 Cor. vi. 8. 
Paul was a pluraliſt in reference to his ſtripes 
and impriſonments; but not as to his livings. 
The wiſe man's obſervation is made good in 
this reſpe&, Ecclef, i. 9. © The thing that hath 
been, it 1s that which mall be; and that which 
A is 
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is done, is that which ſhall be done; and there 
is no new thing under the ſun.” | 

Jeremiah was put into a dungeon; many of 
the prophets were priſoners long before the 
apoſtle's time; ſo when their time came, it was 
revealed to Jchn, that the Devil and his agents 
would caſt ſome of them into priſon, &c. Ob- 
ſerve here again, that neither preſent bonds, 
nor the near approaches of death, ſhould diſ- 
courage Chriſt's miniſters and ſervants from. 
the promoting of Chriſt's intereſt in the world. 

When Paul was a priſoner at Rome, and like- 
Iy to be beheaded by Nero, then he directed 
and encouraged young Timothy to proceed vi- 
gorouſly forward with the intereſts of Chriſt. 
Goſpel miniſters ſhould be like Samſon, who, 
when his ſtrength was betrayed, and in a great 
meaſure taken from-him ; when fallen into his 
enemies hand, and neareſt his death ; then he 
pulled down the pillars of the houſe, and per- 
formed the greateſt exploits. So the ſervants 
of Chriſt, when moſt reſtrained, and neareſt 
their end, ſhould ſtrive with the greateſt forti- 
tude and reſolution to pull down and demoliſh 
Satan's'kingdom, and perform the greateſt ex- 
ploits for the intereſt of him who called them 
to ſo honourable an employment as to be work- 
ers together with God. | | 

None ſtruggle ſo hard for life as the dying man: 
Jo dying preachers ſhould, above all others, 
& above all times, when the time of their depar- 
ture 1s at hand, have the greateſt courage, and 
the moſt undaunted reſolutions, in and for the 
cauſe of Cbriſt.— The Lord Jeſus enced 
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(3) 
the church of Thyatira, becauſe her laſt work 
was better than her firſt. . 

Here obſerve again, that which the wicked 
deſign in perſecuting and imprifoning the am- 
baſſadors of God, is not attained by them. 
The wicked would be glad to ſee all goſpet 
light, and liberty, wholly demoliſhed ; to lee 
godlineſs, and thoſe who profeſs it, eradicated, 
and driven to obſcurity and oblivion: but the 
blefſed God has, and does, always wonderfully 
fruſtrate their moſt malicious deſigns, 
When Paul was put in priſon, both his pen 
and bonds preached Chriſt, ſpread the goſpel, 
comforted and confirmed the brethren. The 
words of miniſters, particularly when priſoners 
for the cauſe of Chriſt, are ſo memorable and 
affecting as the words of a dying man. 

| That great perſecution which we read of at 
the death of Stephen the deacon, we there are 
informed how it tended to ſpread the truth far 
and near. When the ſervants of God were, 
ſcattered one from the other, Then they that 
were ſcattered, went every where preaching the 
word.” | 

| Upon the occafion of burning Mr. Patrick_.. 
Hamilton, John Lindſay ſaid to Biſhop Bea- 
ton, My Lord, if you burn any more, you 
will hurt the cauſe, If you burn them, let them 
be burnt in hollow cellars; for the ſmoke. of 
Mr. Hamilton hath infected ſo many as it blew 
upon.“ | T2 2 
The goſpel gains ground by being perſecu- 
ted. When john was baniſhed into the iſle of 
Patmos, then the Lord revealed unto him thoſe 
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(4) 
great myſteries contained inthe Revelation. Ah, 
Sirs ! God outſhoots the wicked in their bow, and 
makes the bonds and bamiſhments of his perſe- 
cuted ſervants to ſpread his grand and power- 
ful word. Thishath been long agoreceived as a 
fakt, and now is grown into a proverb, The 
blood of martyrs is the ſeed of the church.“ 
But now to the text. In the whole ep iſtle 
are theſe four things to be ' obſerved, The in- 
troduttion, the inſcription, the ſubject matter, 
and the concluſion. 

I be text is contained in the ſubject matter. 
The apoſtle, having exhorted Timothy to be 
faithful in the diſcharge of his miniſtry towards 
thoſe who were without as well as within the 
church; Paul knew that this would expoſe Ti- 
mothy to. hardſhip and perfecution, therefore 
the words of the text) he fays to his fon 
Timothy, 'Thou therefore endure hardneſs 
as a good ſoldier of Jefas Chriſt.” 
The text contains three things for our medi. 
' acdiow duty, motive, and manner. 
I. A duty, viz. to endure hardneſs. 
II. The motive to perform it, which is ob- 
ſerved from Timothy's relation to Chriſt, viz. 
his ſoldier. 
III. The manner of performing this, 
enduring the hardneſs of it, as a good toldier 
of Jeſs Chriſt, _ 
he words contain ſomething ſuppoſed and 
expreſſed. That which is ſuppoſed in them is, 
That Timothy is a foldier of Chriſt, and a 
fauhful diſcharge of his duty in this as a ſol- 
dier, would expoſe him to many hardſhips and 
| perſecutions, 
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perſecutions. That which is expreſſed in them 
is, That Timothy muſt endure the hardneſs 
which is incident to this employment, viz. of 
being a ſoldier. 

The word ſoldier in the Scripture is taken 
either properly or .metaphorically : Properly, 
when underſtood of a perſon employed in mi- 
litary affairs and bearing arms, being under 
military command and pay, Matt, viii. 9. Me- 
taphorically, when underſtood of a Chriſtian 
engaged to fight the Lord's battles, and to fol» 
low him as his captain-general in the militant- 
church on earth. _ 

The phraſe to endure handtpel fignifies not 
only 2 but patiently to bear all kinds of dif- 
ficulties, with a Chriſt- like ſpirit to the end of 
the warfare ; this is to be done dy faich in 10 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Two doArinal concluſions lie very plain bn 
theſe words, viz. that every true believer is a 
ſoldier of ſeſus Chriſt, and that it is the duty 
of ſuch to endure hardneſs as good oldiers du- 
ring the term of- the preſent lite, due 
In proſecuting theſe two points, [ ſball ſpeah 
to them 2 way of proof and demonſtration, 
by way of uſe and application. 

I will endeavour to clear, the truth of ne 
firſt point in the following manner: - 
I. Every belicver is choſen and called by 
Chriſt unto his ſervice, whether publick or ork. 
vate, John, xv. 19. Nat apoſtles only are cho- 
ſen and called, butall believers cond Rom. 
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II. WhenChriiſtconquersandinclinesthewill 
of poor ſinners, they come away as volunteers 
untohim; his grace operates upon every faculty 
of the ſoul, and gives them help and ſtrength, 
that they may obey all the commands of the 
bleſſed Jeſus. * Thy people ſhall be willing 
in the day of thy power.” 
III. Every true believer hath arms and 
weapons appointed him by his king, Epheſ. vi. 
11. tothe 17th. There is the whole and holy 
armour of God, a compleat cap-a-pee from 
head to foot, Here is the breaſt-plate of righ- 
teouſneſs to ſecure the heart, the girdle of 
truth to faſten the breaſt-plate. Here is an 
armour: for the feet too, that the believer may 
ſtand without any fear of falling—< Having 
your ſeet ſhod with the preparation of the goſ- 
pel of peace.” Here is the helmet of ſalva- 
tion for the head, the ſword of the ſpirit for 
the hand, the ſhield of faith to carry before to 
face the front, Oh! what a compleat armour 
this is! | God be praiſed for it. It is both 
defenſive and offenſive. May the bleſſed God 
give both wiſdom and ſtrength unto his people 
|| to uſe it for his glory and their own comfort! 
| IV. The believer has his warfare appointed 
him, his enemies diſcovered unto him by little 
and little, he receives his commiſſion allo from 
his captain to march againſt them; the Lord 
Jeſus commiſſions every believer to enter the 
combat with all kind of enemies whatever, 
» whether foreign or domeſtic, external or inter- 
nal, open or lecret, N 
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There are foreign and external enemies, 
which may be conſidered thus:—The prince 
of the world, the men, the luſts, and the things 
of the world. 
I. The prince of the world, the old. ſer- 
pent, the captain-general of the helliſh militia, 
who conſtantly make war againſt Chriſt and 
the church militant on earth. Satan bids defi- 
ance and proclaims war againſt Chriſt and his 
followers ; therefore every Chriſtian is commiſ- 
ſioned to the utmoſt of his power to uſe the 
whole armour of God, that he with boldneſs 
may reſiſt the Devil and all his concomitants. 

II. The men of the world, who by nature are 
the Devil's auxiliaries. - Tho' theſe oppole the 
truth of the goſpel, yet Chriſt's ſoldiers are 
bound in duty to vindicate it, to hold it faſt; 
for ſaid: Jude, ©. Ye ſhould earneſtly contend - | 
for the „Which was once delivered unto the 
ſaints.” | 
III. The luſts of the world. God's pedple 
have their luſts, warring in their members, 
James, iv. 1. therefore the believer is to fight 
againſt all ſins; both in himſelf and others; yea, 
the ve nce of it. The fhape or 
image of ſin is to be dreaded as a very dange- 
rous enemy. May God help every believer to 
oppoſe and hate ſin from a principle of love to 
the captain of our eternal ſalvation. 

IV. The things of the world, both adverſe 
and proſperous. One is againſt the believer 
by threats, menaces, and diſmal ſrowns; the 
other by treacherous ſmiles and fawning inſi- 
Nuations, The former or theſe Paul mentions 
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at large, Rom. viii. 38, 36. Thelatter are con- 
ſidered by him too very clear, 1 Tim. vi. g. 
The Devil tried Chriſt with theſe things when 
he ſhewed unto him the Lingdoms of the world 
and their glory. 

Satan and corruption work by theſe Bill to 
inſnare the followers of Chriſt. Mavy ſinners 
are totally deſtroyed: by worldly proſperity, 
Prov. 1. 32. If adverſity (with Saul) {layeth its 
thouſands, proſperity. (with David) its ten thou» 
ſands, this deſtroyeth - the wicked - wholly, 
pierceth, woundeth and endangereth many of 
God's people: in the world, 

V. Every believer is under the abſolute and 
indiſpenſible command of Chriſt. When he 
commiſſioned his diſciples to preach and bap- 
tile, they were to teach that all his command- 
ments ſhould be obſerved, Matt. xxviii. 19. 
20. Some have defined a ſoldier thus: That 
he is one who is not at his own diſpoſal, but is 
at the diſpoſal and command of another. So is 
the believer, 1 Cor. vi. 20. Chriſt, the cap- 
tain of our great ſalvation; has more than a 

creation right in believers; they are his by 
purchaſę; he hath redeemed them from the 
miſerable bondage and flavery of ſin and Sa- 
tan; that theſe might be his to ſerve him for 
ever, Luke, 1.74 Much more might be ſaid 
for the confirmation of the doarine, viz. that 
every believer is a ſoldier of Chriſt. f 

Now comes the application of it; and here 
hall ſpeak but to one uſe only, viz. that the 
3 ſoldiers of Chriſt ſhould — bis e 
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and to quit themſelves as good ſoldiers of Je» | 

ſus Chriſt. 9 62 09 . va 940! 
1. Our captain commands us to make ready 
and provide for all occaſions, Matt. xxiv. 44. 
Luke, xii. 40. It is the duty of foldiers to 
get ready and make ſure preparations for the 
-greateſt dangers, the moſt potent aſſaults, and 
furious onſet of an enemy. Soldiers ſhould 
be ſure of their arms, ammunition, and provi- 
ſion, and ſee that their fortifications are ſtrong, 
their magazines well ſtored with all kinds of 
neceſſaries. Thus the foldiers of Chriſt ſhould 
do. 1 Tim. vi. 19. It is good to be ready, 
At preſent your fouls may be in peace, your | 
conſcience very calm, but you know not how 
ſoon a ſtorm. of temptations and troubles may 
come upon you, as it came upon David. He 
thought that his mountain ſtood firm, as if it 
could not be moved; but God bid his face, 
and then he was troubled, Pſalm xxx. 6, 7. 
Ah! ſoldiers of Chriſt, be ye ready. The 
deſtroying angel may ſoon make an onſet, 
and knock at your doors to ſee who you are, 
and to ſee whether you have the lamb's blood 
with you or not. The king of terrors too will 
ſcale your walls ſoon, and ftare you in the 
face. He will cauſe you to fee his bending 
bow and feel his piercing arrows, from which 
no man can eſcape. But when the ſoldiers of 
Chriſt are ready, and ſtrong in his grace, then 
they can bear. whatever enemy he may per- 

mit to advance againſt them. 
+ The induſtrious ant in the ſummer provides 
for the winter, though guided only by natural FF 
' initintt, Ay 
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inſtinct. The mariners bring proviſions to their 
ſhips before they go to ſea. The ſoldier in 
time of peace prepares for war. It ſhould be 
thus with all the foldiers of Chriſt, O be per- 
ſuaded to lay up proviſion againſt a trying day! 
Days of perſecution, poverty and ſickneſs may 
come upon you while in the field of battle ; 
therefore the following proviſion ſhould be 
made againſt them :—You ſhould. lay up a 
 -ſtock of precious promiſes, of experience, 
and of ſuftering graces. The promiſes are to 
the believer, as corks are to the net, as an an- 
chor to a-ſhip, and as a place of defence to a 
warrior. Experience (ſays the apoſtle) works 
hope; büũt grace, helping us to bear, ſuffer, 
and to firengthen us to hold on to the end, 
ſhould be above all laid up by us in the heart. 
That which may do in a calm will not do 
in a ſtorm. A candle may do in the houſe, 
but a torch will hardly do in the wind. If you 
have but ſtrength: enough to hold out with the 
footmen, how will you keep company with the 
horſemen? I would have you to obſerve 
Paul's prayer for the Coloſſians, touching this 
grace, viz. to ſupport you in trying times, 
Colo. i. 9, 10, 11. Suffering times will not 
only try the truth of grace, but the ſtrength 
of it too; therefore pray for ſuffering Jaſepa's 
bleſſing, Gen. xlix. 24. 

II. Forbear mutinying, viz. ſpeak not nnn 
your general, nor let any diſcord be between 
you in your own camp. Military laws will not 
ſuffer mutineers to go unpuniſhed, nor will the 
law of Chriſt, The bleſſed Jeſus commands 
| peace 
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peace and union to ſubſiſt between his ſoldiers 
While here upon earth; if any of them act 
otherwiſe, they ſhall be puniſhed for breaking 
bis command. ; wherefore. you ſhould tremble 
who endeavour to breed quarrels and to ſow 
diſcord between the churches and one another 
while in the world. The captain's law is com- 
prized; againſt mutinying in this narrow com- 
paſs, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyſelf,” 
Matt. xxil. 27, 28, 29. It is the deſire of 
Chrift that all his ſoldiers ſhould be at peace 
and in union one with the other; for he has 
commanded, commended, and prayed for this, 
John, xiii. g1. Plalm cxxxiii. 1. John, xvii, 
21, 22, 23. at MY 
leſus makes mention of the word one very 
often in theſe fore-mentioned verſes. * That 
they all may be one as we are one, and be. 
made perfect in one.“ And as all believers are 
united to Chriſt, it is his defire that they ſhould 
be united to one another in like manner. The 
Lord Jeſus bore this on his heart before the 
Father 1n prayer, that his people might be one. 
This was the very laſt deſire of his heart be- 
fore his death, That you might be one.” O 
let the dying prayer of the Redeemer be re- 
membered ! God grantan increaſe of love and 
union to ſubſiſt, between all his pegple and one 
another while in the world. "The Devils are 
united together with the wicked of the earth to 
oppole. you, and will you mutiny and make di- 
viſions among yourſelves? As long as Chriſt 
23 not divided, why ſhould you divide your- 


ſelves ? 
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ſelves? O forbear ! forbear ! leſt ye be con- 
ſumed one of another, Gal. v. 1 

Naturaliſts ſay, that thoſe beaſts hich are 
moſt cruel to others are moſt — to their 
own ; and will you be furious and * to 
thoſe who bear your own image and the mage 

of Chriſt too? Tt 1s rep .f of John the B 

vine, that when he was Very old, he (leaning — 

his ſtaff * would fay, „Little children, love one 
another.” Alexander Severus ſeeing a com- 
pany of Chriſtians fighting, ſaid, Leave off 
the name of. Chriſtians, for this is not his ſpi- 
rit.” Chriſtians leave off mutiny and conten- 
tions, and defire the Lord to keep you in the 
unity of the ſpirit and in the bond of peace. 
III.“ Put on and make uſe of your ſpiri- 
tual arms,” Epheſ. vi. 11, 12, 13. A ſoldier 
is but little the better for having arms delivered 
to him if he does not make ule of them : So 
it is with a ſoldier of Chriſt. 

Here I would have you to obſerve three 
things :— 

I. When you put on your armour, take heed 

that it is the armour of God. Common gifts 

and common grace will not do. Hypocrites 
may put on theſe, and make a greatſhow under 
them too ; but the behever ſhould put on thoſe 
graces which accompany falvation ; therefore, 

O ſoldiers of Chriſt, take heed to take unto 

you the right ſhield, breaſt-plate, helmet, and 

word. See that your work is wrought of God. 

When you are called tothe field of battle, no- 

thing will be of ule to you then Par that which 


is 
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1s of God; therefore be ſure that your armour 
is the whole armour of God. 

II. Put on and uſe every part of your ar- 
mour; let every grace be exerciſed in its pro- 
per place, and add one grace unto another, un- 
till all the graces of the bleſſed ſpirit are put 


tion Add to your faith, virtue; and to vir- 
tue, knowledge; and to knowledge, tempe- 
rande; and to temperance, patience; and to 
patience, 8 ; and to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kin neſs; and to brotherly kindneſs, 
charity. Satan is a, ſkilful warrior, and will 
endeavour to harm you, where he ſees moſt 
to bis purpoſe; therefore put on all the truths 
of God, and obey all the commands of Chriſt, 
then you will quit yourſelves like men, and ap- 
pear in the field like ſoldiers armed of God, 
from whom Devils will flee, and by whom the 
works of darkneſs ſhall be conquered... 22 17 
III. Let every part of your armour be uſed 
in its proper place. Every thing in its ſeaſon 
is beautiful; the beauty and ſafety of the ſol- 
diers of Chriſt appear very much when they 
make uſe of every piece of their armour in 
its proper place and ſeaſon. The believer. 
has need to exerciſe one grace, at one time, 
another at another, and ſometimes many gra- 
ces at once. Sometimes faith is called for; 
aboye all put on the ſhield: of faith. Some- 
times both faith and patience are called for; 
hence is the patience and faith of the ſaints. 
Sometimes love and ſometimes ſorrow are cal- 
led bor, as appears from the following Scrip- 
B | tures, 
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in exerciſe, according to the apoſtle sdirec- 
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tures, Rom. xit. 13, 14, OR, v. 13. 
When the prince of this world came to the 
field to give battle to the captain of our 
falvation, how wonderful he anſwered every 
temptation with his ſcriptum eſt. He put on 
every truth in its proper place, and made uſe of 
it in its proper ſeaſon, and thereby overcame 
the Devil. © O my ſoul ! learn of him; go 
thou and do likewiſe.” ere. 

IV. Set your watch and keep it ſtrict. No 
man can be a good ſoldier without watching: 
neither can any be good Chriſtians without ſpi- 
ritual watching, It is one of Chriſt's com- 
mands that we ſhould watch. Mark, xiti. gg, 

4, 35, 36, 37. Watching is required to every 
uty and in every duty too. The matter of 
duty ſhould be obſerved, and the manner how 
ie is to be performed, Re = / 
There are many things which believersſhould . 
watch, and may be reduced into the'following 
order BEE = 
I. The eye. How did ſin enter in at the eye 
of our firſt parents, while gazing on the beau- 
ty of the forbidden fruit ! David fell moſt grie- 
vouſly for not watching the _ The beau- 
ty of Bathſheba opened a paſſage through the 
eye to the very heart of David, into which 
adultery inſinuated itfelf firſt, then murder 
marched after it. We read in the Scripture 
of an evil eye and of eyes full of adultery. 
II. The tongue. David kept a watch upon 
- this; and, left his own ſhould not be ſtriet 
| enough, he deſired the Lord to watch it for 
dim. We ſhould be watchful how, and of what 
a 1 we 
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we lay ; for when the judgment day comes, an 
account is to be given of every word ; there- 
fore our words ſhould be few, adminiſtering 
ace unto our hearers. The tongue (laid 
an inſpired apoſtle) is a fiery member, and a 
world of iniquity ;” and if ſo, how careſul we 
ſhould be to watch it. 

III. The ear. As the tongue is to be watch- 
ed that it be (ow in ſpeaking, the ear . ſhould 
be watched that it be ſwift in hearing. It 
ſhould be ſhut. againſt all errors, and opened 
wide to hear all the truths. © He that hath an 
car to ear, let him hear vhat the ſpirit laith 

unto the churches.” 
Bleſt are the ſouls that hear and know 
The goſpel's joyful found; - . - 
Peace ſhall 2 the path they go, 
And light their ſteps furround. 

IV. The head. If Satan gets the head, he 
will make a working {hop of it, to invent alt 
kinds of wicked inventions; therefore 1 ſhould. 
be watched, leſt any kind of errors ſhould } 

creep into the underſtanding. 1 
The heart. If the heart ſhould be ta- 
ken, all is taken at once. Keep thy hearwith 
all diligence, &c. 
Keep my poor heart juſt as ĩt is, 
Set up therein thy throne ; 
So ſhall I love thee above all, 
And live to thee alone. 

The believer has many enemies up in arms 

againſt him, and ſome of them within his very 
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heart too. Here ſin and grace ſtruggle like 
| the twins in Rebecca's womb. Our Lord If 
| B 2 mentions 
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mentions a large file of enemies proceeding 
from the heart, Matt. xv. 19. And if a ſtrict 
watch 1s not kept upon this, the believer will 
find nothing in his camp, but diſorder and con- 
fuſion. Thoſe things which enter the heart, 
and proceed from it, ſhould be examined what 
they are, and whoſe they are, whether of Chriſt, 
Satan, or of the world. | | 
The Scriptures give us two reaſons why 
Chriſt's ſoldiers ſhould be on the watch..— 
I. Becauſe he himſelf will come the round to 
ſee and to examine all the centinels, to take 
Notice how and what watch they keep, Mark, 
xiii. 35, 36, 37. It is a great crime in mili- 
tary diſcipline for a ſoldier to ſleep on his 
watch. I have read of a commander who 
ſtabbed a ſoldier to death for {Jeeping on bis 
watch, ſaying, I found him dead in ſleep, and 
left him aſſeep in death.” God grant us 
ſtrength both to watch and pray.— II. Becauſe 
the devil is always on his watch, and ready to 
take every advantage to harm the ſoldiers and 
followers of the bleſſed Jeſus, 1 Pet. v. 8.— 
-Thisleads meto the fifth word of command, viz. 
V. Take heed to obſerve what your com- 
mander ſays to you. Deaf ſoldiers are not fit 
for the field of action; deaf profeſſors, 1. e. 
thoſe who are not villing to obey the com- 
mands of Chriſt, are not worthy the name of 
Chriſtians. | 4 2 
Faith muſt obey her father's will, 
As well as truſt his grace; 
A pardoning God is jealous ſtill 
Poor his own holineſs. 
VI. Reep 
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VI. Keep your ranks and files; the places & 
ſtations in which your great commander has 


placed you. Military lawsappointeveryofheerts 
his office, and every private ſoldier to his proper 
rank and file. The Lord Jeſus requires the 
ſame order to be obſerved in the militant 
church, 1 Cor. vii. 24. The private foldier 
is not to command without a commiſſion, nor 
the officer to give up his untill he is permitted: 
thus order is kept in the army. The Lord 
keeps the inanimate and irrational creatures 
in ſuch an harmonious order, that it is beauti- 
ful to behold it. The ſun, moon, and ſtars are 
kept in their own ſpheres, without a breach of 
order at all; the earth is where God placed 
it, and the ſeas have their bounds, over which 
they cannot go; and can it be imagined that 
the church ſhould be full of confuſions? God 
forbid! He is not the author of confuſion, . 
but order. God grant unto all believers to 
be ſteady in their proper places! 

VII. Keep with your colours. It is pu- 
niſhable by the martial law for a ſoldier to ſtay 
behind, or ſtraggle from his colours; but death, 
without mercy, if departed wholly from them. 
So it is by the royal law of Chriſt. He will 
whip molt ſcverely thoſe ſoldiers who he be- 
hind, and wander from their colours, although 
he will not put to death ſuch as are true ſol- 
diers ; yet he will give to them broken bones 
and ſevere chaſtiſements for leaving their firſt 

love. Chriſt's colours are moſt beautifully hung 
forth in his holy. word. Whoever deviates 8 
from the truth, as it is in the word of God, I 
| 1 deviates 
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deviates from the right colours. The church 
of God prayed very ardent both for direction 
and. preſervation in this point, Can. i, 7. Cer- 
tain 1t is, that Satan and impoſtors have their 
Colours hung forth in the world; but believers 
ſhould be aware of them, Phil. iii. 2. It is re- 
rted of Fabius Maximus, that he cauſes the 
hands of thoſe ſoldiers to be cut off, who had 
departed from the Roman ſtandard, as a terror 
to all the reſt, So the bleſſed Jeſus will cut 
off from his royal army all thoſe who are not 
his ſoldiers indeed. | 
VIII. Follow your leader. This command- 
is often mentioned in the goſpel, Come after 
me, and follow me, &c. No man can be a 
true ſoldier to King Jeſus, except he follows 
him,” and that daily too, Luke, ix. 23. The 
ſoldiers of Chriſt are to follow him when hy- 
pocrites and apoſtates leave him, John, yi. 66. 
Some have followed him through all kind of 
dangers, priſon, and death. If any man 
ſerve; me, let him follow me; and where I 


am, there alſo ſhall my ſervant be. If any 
man ſgrve me, him will my father honour,” 


John, x11, 26. O what an encouragement is in 
this 8 to follow Chriſt! May God, the 
| eternal ſpirit, apply it to every one that fol- 
lovs the bleſſed Jeſus ! K 
1 Wide as the world is thy command, 
Vaſt as eternity thy love; 
Firm as a rock thy truth may ſtand, 
When rolling years ſhall ceaſe to move. 
| IX. Give battle to your enemies. All the 
words of command till now, were only words to 
* | | make 
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make you ready for an engagement. At the bat- 
tle of Nieuport, the prince of Orange, having 
the Spaniſh army before him, & the ſea behind 
him, ſpoke thus to his ſoldiers:—“ If you will 
live, you muſt either eat up theſe Spaniards, or 
drink up this ſea.” Now the believer, while 
on earth, and in the body, has ſin and Satan to 
ſurround him; and if he would live, both 
theſe muſt be conquered ; therefore fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold of eternal life, 
whereunto-you are alſo called. _ 7 
How oft have fin and Satan ſtrove _ . 
To rend my ſoul from thee, O God? 
O ſoldiersof Chriſt, ſtrive againſt fin; the 
right hand and the right eye fins muſt be parted 
Vith; the whole body of fin and death muſt 
be deſtroyed ; therefore make no peace, give 
no quarters to any of your enemies; but fight 
on, and all you can lay hold upon put them to 
the ſpiritual ſword immediately . . _ 
X. Stand faſt. It is dangerous for ſoldiers 
to give ground in a battle: ſeldom they make 
good their retreat to their own advantage. 
Routing and confuſion commonly are the iſſues 
of retreating; therefore ſtand faſt, and keep 
your e e are three words in mili- 
tary diſcipline which Chriſt never uſed, nor 
never will, viz. Face about, counter- march, re- 
' treat. There is no face about in the whole 
Bible. The motto of Chriſt's ſoldiers ſhould 


be like the city of Venice's, Neither winds | 


nor waves can move her Chriſt will not ad- 
mit to any of his ſoldiers"ſo much as to look 
back, Luke, ix, 62, One of his commands 

WW; | 
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is, Watch ye; ſtand faſt in the faith; quit | 
you like men ; be ſtrong.” 

Here are two things to be obſerved, both in 
reference to God and man. In reference to 
God. I. Pray the Lord to help you to keep 
your ground in love, wiſdom, and zeal, to the 
worſhip and ſervice of God. When profeſ- 
fors grow dull in their affections towards the 
things of God, either in part or in whole, it is 
not a good Gen. Apoſtacy begins in the affec- 
tions. May God help us to hold faſt our firſt 
love, —1I. Keep your ground in goſpel pu- 
rity. Do not admit the mixtures which human 
| invention has contrived, (and would | join them 
|| with the pure worſhip of God) ſuch as images, 
F- crucifixes, altar-pieces, invocation of ſaints, 
&c. &c. From ſuch Popiſh trumpery with- 
draw, The Lord ſaid, that the true uf 
pers ſhould worſhip in ſpirit and in trut 
Have nothing to do with the myftical a 
nor with any of her relics T — 3 
nd in goſpel purity according tot ee. 
oy of ihe uberring word of God.—IITE. Keep 
your ground in goſpel liberty too. Stand faſt, 
therefore, in the libert evi Chriſt bath 
made you free, and be not entangled again 
Vith the yoke of bondage. Put on no yoke 
| Hut Chak s: he alone is the head of the 
church; therefore believers are not bound to 
worſhip God at Jerufalem, nor Damaſcus, and 
no where elſe; but are at liberty to worſhip 
God any where as to place, if under the direc- 
. tion, aſſiſtance, and influence of God, the eter- 
nal f ſpirit. a 
3 1 The 
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The glorious goſpel is in brief 
A ſovereign word of ſweet relief, 
Not clogg d with cumberſome commands 
To bind the ſoul's receiving hands. 
II. In reference to man. There are ſecond- 
table duties to be obſerved, as well as the firſt. 
No man can walk holily towardsGod,except he 
walks righteoufly towards his fellow creatures 
alſo. - An unrighteous converſation will great- 
ly diſhonour a holy profeſſion, and will cauſe 
the wicked to ſpeak with diſdain of the holy 
things of God. True Chriſtianity conſiſts in 
uniformity and conformity. to the commands 
and unto the image of the bleſſed Jeſus, through 
the whole of the believer's life from firſt to laſt, 
It would be lamentable to hear any ſpeaking, 
« Here is a profeſſor of Chriſtianity, and yet 
proud, covetous, mercileſs, making no conſci- 
ence of his word; a ſaint at church, but a 
devil in the market, in the ſhop, and in his fa- 
mily.” Severe reflections O believers} O 
ſoldiers of Chriſt ! you, ſee the need there is 
of daily ſupport of grace from the Lord, to 
help you to be upright in your conduct, both 
towards God and man. | 5 | 
XI. As you were. This military phraſe is 
uſed to regulate a diſordered regiment, being 
driven from their proper place by the power of 
the enemy. The ſoldiers, i. e. ſome of them 
are too often over-powered, though not kil- 
led by the enemy. The Devil's ſnares are very 
ſtrong, and many temptations very. powerful, 
the propenſity and the inclination of depraved 
nature ready to blaze with every ſpark. * Now 
| David 
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David commits adultery with Bathſhebah ; 
anon Peter {wears in the enemy's camp, © I 
know not the man.” So it is now; many of 
thoſe who were alittle while ago very zealous 
and bold in the ſervice of Chriſt, and one 
would have thought nothing would or could 
have ſtopped them from going after Chriſt ; 
but where are they this day? O tell it not in 
_ Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon.“ 
What declenſions! what backſlidings! what re- 
luftances and coldneſs are ſeen in too many of 
the profeſſors of the preſent age! May the 
great captain come, and cauſe all his diſor- 
dered regiments to be as they were, in love, 
zeal, union, watchfulneſs, and courage! 
XII. Bringers up of the rear, double the 
front. When che front of an army is much 
aſſaulted, then this word of command is uſed. 
So it is very often with the militadt church; 
the intereſt of Chriſt ſometimes is warmly ſet 
upon in the front, as it was in queen Mary's 
time, and others too ; the. colours 1n danger, 
the ark beſet, the Philiſtines in hopes to in the 
day. When it is thus with the church, then 
the rear ſoldiers, valiant, learned, wiſe, and 
zealons goſpel miniſters, ſhould come up to 
the front, to belp the Lord againſt the mighty, 
come up to the ſpiritual conflict, and att libe 
men of war. Valiant Leonides being told that 
his enemies arrows were ſo thick in flight that 
they ſhadowed the ſun beams, No matter, 
ſaid he) we ſhall ſee better to fight in the 
made. O believers, be courageous to fight 
the Lord sbati les, though in the valley — ue 
nn | 2 | adOW 
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deve death! and fay while fighting, as 
one of our late generals faid, The morning 
ſhall lead us forth either io vigory or death.“ 
Stand up my foul, ſhake off thy fears, 
And gird the goſpel armour on; 

March to the gates of endleſs joy, 

Where thy great captain Saviour's gone. 

This leads me to the ſecond doArine from 
the text, viz. that it is the duty of thoſe tr 
profeſs Chriſtianity to endure hardneſs, 
good ſoldiers are wont to do. In * 
this doctrine, four things are to be obſerved. 

I. Whence this hardnefs proceeds from, 
II. Why it muſt be endured. 

III. How it ſhould be endured. | 

IV. An application of the whole doftrine, 

I. Whenceit proceeds from. 

I. A part of it proceeds from God himſelf, 
Job declares that the arrows of the Almighty 
entered his ſoul. David complains of broken 
bones. 

II. A part of it proceeds from the Devil, 
It is a hard and dangerous work to fight a 
roaring lion; how much more ſo to fight a ra- 
ging-and a malicious Devil ? The apoſtle tells 
us of the fiery darts of the Devil: theſe darts 
are ſharp to pierce, and fiery to burn. The 
magazine of hell is full of theſe inſtruments 
of cruelty, There are a great variety of them 
too; fome for all forts, fizes, ranks, and de- 
orees of men. The ſoldiers of Chriſt muſt 
labour hard to endare all theſe. 

III. A part of this hardneſs proceeds from 
men n alſo. The hardneſs of their tongues muſt 
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be endured. This cutting, poiſonous, and fiery 
= - weapon muſt be borne with while here below. 
. Heb. xi. 36. © As the tongues of wicked men 


are ſharp and fiery ; ſo their hands alſo are 
like 2 and their feet like iron.“ How much 
the Scriptures tell us what hardneſs the ſaints 
have ee from men, both under the Old 
and New Teſtaments! | 
IV. A part of this hardneſs proceeds from 
the believer himſelf; and that in a three fold 
 reſpeQ. | | 
I. The hardneſs of ſelf-denial. This hard- 
neſs Abraham endured, particularly when of- 
fering up his ſon Iſaac. A coward would have 
been apt to reaſon it thus :—* Lord, take my 
oxen, ſheep, ſervants, any thing but my ſon. 
Spare this, ſpare this ; for he is the darling. of 
my ſoul, and the only hope of my life.“ But 
Abraham made no lach pleas: the command 
being given, he roſe early in the morning, and 
went readily to perform this hard ſelf-deny ing 
ſervice. Nothing in the eſteem of nature is 
dearer than life; yet this muſt be denied, and 
parted with ſometimes in and for the cauſe of 
Chriſt. It was a bold expreſſion of George 
Carpenter, a martyr, of Bavaria“ My wife 
and children are ſo dear unto me, that all the 
riches of the Dukedom ſhould not be able to 
urchaſe them from me ; but for the ſake of my 
Lord God, 1 willingly leave them and all.” 
II. The bardneſs of mortification in cru- 
cifying internal corruptions. The carnal Jews 
would ſlay multitudes of ſheep and oxen, until 


the Lord was weary of them, Iſaiah, 1. 11. 
5 | But 
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but as for inward ſin-crucifying daries, he will. 
not bave any thing to do with them. To cut 
or remove the ſtone from the bladder is a very 
ſevere performance; but to have it cut or re- 


moved from the heart is ſo ſevere an operation | 


that none can endure it but the true believer... 
III. The hardnefs of their particular places 


and ſtations in which Chriſt is pleaſed to place*- 


his ſoldiers. Some ſoldiers are called to harder 
ſervice and duty than others; the frontiers 
and file leaders may meet with greater ſevetity" 
than the rear; the watchmen, who lie perdue, 
may meet with harder duty than thoſe who 
cbep the guard; the ſentinel muſt not quit his 
watch, ſaying,” “It is too cold to ſtand of 
the flle leaders muſt not facę about and 1 
back in the rear becauſe it is hard in the front; 
the offiters muſt not bid the privatè ſoldiers to 
go forward and themſelves in the interim to run 
away; the ſtandard bearer muſt not run away, 
becatifſe the colours are moſt ſhot at, but he 
muſt ktep!hisp Ice" till either” death or 9 
decide the day. Thus itis with” Chriſt's. fo 
Hers in the mitirant church; Paul was no 
{doner liſtèd under his banner, but was pur | 10 
hard ſervice preſehrly tely Acts, ix. 155 16. * Nöte 
withfMindiby: all this, pe performed His dy, 
- and, 73h ood folcker, endured hardhefs.” a & 
at Taft Tai "own his life” in and for the” Wa. 
of Cbriſt. p 
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But then they would not flay one fin. The h ypo- 
| <itewillendureandpeHformovefidecaly ſervice; | 
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_ Andgladly wander up and down, 
And ſmile at toil and pain. 
This leads me ſecondly to ſhow why this 
hardneſs muſt be endured, _ 

I. It is to be endured becauſe Chriſt has 
commanded that it ſhould, His command is 
not to be queſtioned. It was Paul's queſtion, 
„What wilt thou have me to do?“ The will 
of God being revealed unto him, he conferred 


i not with fleſh and blood, Gal. 1. 16. 


II. It is to be endured, becauſe it diſtin- 
guiſhes in ſome meaſure the true Chriſtian from 


i the hypocrite. He will waſh the hand, the 


cup, and the. platter; but he will not en- 
dure the waſhing of the heart. _ He will 
follow afte Chriſt in the ſun-ſhine ; but 
will hang the wing and ſhrink back when ad- 


verſity and perſecution come to be endured. 


The real Chriſtian is deſcribed to be one that 
follows the lamb whitherſoever he goeth, Rev. 
XIV. 4. 
| III. It is to be endured, becauſe it makes 
the believer in ſome reſpetts conformable unto 
Chriſt. God predeſtinated his people to be 
conformable unto the image of his ſon. | 
IV. It is to be endured, becauſe otherwiſe 
it would be a diſparagement to Chriſt, That 


you may. underſtand this point more to your 


| ſuppoſe the Centurion ſhould aſk Chriſt an ac- 
P | WE. count 


advantage, take notice of the account which 
the Centurion gave to Chriſt of his ſoldiers — 


J am a man under authority, having ſoldiers 
under me: and I ſay unto one, go, and he 
goeth ; and to another, come, and he cometh ; 
andtomy ſervant, do this, and he doeth it.” Now 
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count of the character of his ſoldiers thus. 
« Thou art more than a mat.; thou art a God 
over all the forces and armies of both worlds. 
Now let me know how they obey thee, and 
what hardneſs they endure in thy ſervice.” O 
how grievous is it to conſider what the bleſſed 
Ju mult ſay to this? Suppoſe it thus ;—* I 
ave many ſoldiers under me : I command all 
the angels in heaven; they obey me rn *2 
and go forth willingly, to execute my decrees : 
bat thoſe of the militant church, I cannot give 
ſo good an account of them as thou haſt of 
thine; here are twelve of them ſeleded out 
of the world, and are made my life-guard ; | 
but one of them is a Devil, and all the reſt are 
very weak, ready to yield to every trouble. 
I have miniſters who ſhould preach the word 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; and have told 
them, if they hold their peace, that the 
ſtones immediately ſhould ſpeak : and yet 
many of theſe ſay, Now is an evil time, and 
t1e Dae mult keep ſilence,” 
Again, ſuppoſe if one was to deſire Satan 
to give an account of his. O how fad is it 
to think that the father of lies can ſpeak too 
much truth (to the diſhonour of Chriſt) in this 
matter, thus :—* I have many apoſtates who 
have left the ſervice of Chriſt. ' I can ſhow 
many who have ſickly bodies, naked backs; 
yea, many who have ruined both themſelves 


under my command. My foldiers_are willi 

to endure the. whip, the goal, the gallows, 

death, and damnationitſelf ! Here are theirons 
C 2 


TE "+ alt”. 
Da 4. 


$ 
| 
ö 


and families, yet willingly endure any hardſhip 
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3 ſtigmatized, the -ropes whieh hanged 
many of them; and though many drop daily, 
I have enough to fill their places when called 
for. I can ſhow a larger book of , malefaQtors, 
who ſuffered in and for my cauſe, than any 
book of. martyrs who. have ſuffered in and for 
Chriſt's.” O believers, beg the Lord to make 
you faichful, even unto death. 

III. How this bardnels is to ated. 

I. Voluntarily. The apoſtle Paul endured 
this-hardneſs willingly. * I am ready not only 
to be bound, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, | for 
zhe name. of che Lord Jeſus,“ Adds, xxi. 13. 

II. Patiently. It was faid of the Lacede- 
monians, that they were patient in travel, wea- 
ther, and war. So ſhould all the ſoldiers of 
Chriſt be. Laurence the martyr, when on the 
gridiron ſaid, Look! one ſide is roaſted 
enough; turn the other.” 

III. Courageouſly. The Roman ſoldiers 
under julius Cæſar did but ſmile at the greateſt 
dangers and death. It is ſaid of Chriſt, that 
he endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame; ſo 
Mould allhis:foldiers do Rei- Modeſtus 
threatening Baſil with confiſcation of goods, 
&c. Baſil ſaid, If thou haſt any thing elle, 
threaten it; for I have nothing to loſe, but a 
- few old clothes and books. As for baniſhment, 
the whole earth is mine; and as for death, that 
will be a benefit to me; for it will haſten me to 
God, to whom I live, and after death ſhall be 
with kim for ever.” This ſoldier was coura- 


geous ;- ſo was Nehemiah, ** Shall ſuch aman 
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as I am flee?” May God give us all to be 
more Courageous ! 
Not all that tyrants think or ſay, _ 
(With rage and lightning in their eyes) 
Nor hell ſhall fright my heart away, 
'- Should hell with all its legions riſe. 

V. Conſtantly. The whole life of a be- 
liever is a continual warfare. When it pleaſed - 
God to.bring any to be under the banner of 
his ſon, they are never to give up till life ends. 
None are too young nor too old to fight the 
Lord's battle. Be faithful unto death” is one 
of our captain's great commands. The race 
is never at an end nor the battle over till the 
breath goes out of the body; then farewell! 
eternal fare well to all things below | 

My numerous foes now beat me down ; 
But then II wear the victor's crown. 
My Lord will break the dimming glaſs, 
And ſhow his glory face to face. | 

V. Sincerely. - It is of great moment to 
have principles, aims, andends fincere in all that 
we do or ſuffer. None ſhall paſs for good ſol- 
diers at the judgment day, but ſuch as have 
been ſincere; for ſincerity is the greateſt jewel 
in the crown of martyrdom ; therefore, let 
thoſe who ſuffer, ſee that every thing is done 
according to the will of God, 

Blels'd are the ſuflerers who partake _ 
Of pain and ſhame for Jeſus' ſake; _ 
Their ſouls ſhall triumph in the Lord; 
Glory and joy are their reward. 
. This leads to the fourth thing propoſes, viz, 
the application, This ſhall be handled or ap- 
| C 3 - plied 
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plied by way of encouraging and direQting the 
ſoldiers or followers of the blefled Jeſus. — 
Here, O believers, conſider what a captain the 
captain of your great ſalvation is ! 

I. He is of a moſt hononrable extraction; 
WW the firſt born of the eternal Father, one that i is 
made higher than the kings of the earth. He is 
king of kings, and lord of lords.“ 

II. For your encouragement conſider the 
ſtrength and valour of your captain; his arm 
is omnipotent, he is ſtronger than Samſon, 
more valiant than Gideon, David, or Alex- | 
andeÞX.c. This is he who cuts in pieces the 

gates of braſs, and breaks afunder the bars of 
iron, bears away the gates of hell, divides the 
ſea, wounds the dragon, overthrows the cha- 
riots, and cuts down and cuts off the ſpirits of 
rinces, and is terrible, yea very terrible, to the 


1 kings of the earth. The captain of ſalvation 


is the terror both of men and devils; he is 
2 captain that will make all other captains 

quake and ſhake before him. When the lion- 
nuke captain of the tribe of Judah appears, all 
muſt quit the field, Rev. vi. 15, 16, 17. 

My Lord, my Conqueror, and King, 

Thy ſeepter and thy ſword I ſing. 

Thane is the victory, and I fit 

A joyful ſoldier at thy feet. 

III. For your encouragement conſider the 
{kill and policy of your captain. It is ſaid of 
Hannibal, that be never fought a battle without 
laying ſome ſecret ; lots. So it may be ſaid of 
the Devil; he is full of wiles and political ſtra- 


n : but what for that? Let men and - 
vils 


1 
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vils be never - ſo {kilful in their projects againſt _ | 
the believer, Chriſt, his great and ſkilful caps 
tain, knows how to cutwit and overturn all their 
helliſh ſchemes; he knows where all their 
mines are digged, where all their forces and 
flankers he: he makes counter-mines, ' and 
blows them up, or elſe buries them in the pit 
which they did dig. O believers! your cap- 
tain 18 both almighty and all-wiſe ! he taketh 
the wiſe in their own craftinels, and ſnareth 
them in the works of their own hands. 

IV. For your encouragement, confider the 
meekneſs and mildneſs of your captain in his 
depottment towards you; he is not harſh and 


rigid, as many commanders are. The chariot 


in which he rides, and the. banner which he 
diſplays over his ſoldiers, are of love; he hath 
love in his colours, in his countenance, and in 
his words; what love compellacions doth he 
give to his ſoldiers? © My friends, lambs; 
doves, my undefiled,” &c.—W hen a ſoldier 
Was brought before Lamachus for a crime, the 
ſoldier promiſed never to offend again. La- 
machus anſwered, None muit offend twice 
in war.” But Jeſus is fall of. compathon to- 
wards his foldiers ; he loves them too dear to 
hurt any of them; he never ſtrikes but it goes 
to his heart. 

II. For encouragement, as you have a good | 
captain, fo you have a good cauſe too. It is 
true, {ome will engage in wars, whether right 
or wrong ; and, butcher like, will make a trade 


; 2 120 and pocket up the price of blood, F | 


thou ugh 
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though it be the blood of Chriſt and his peo- 
ple. But, ſoldiers of Chriſt, whatever others 
may have to ſay for the goodneſs of their 
cauſe, you may depend upon the goodneſs of 
your's; it is the moſt righteous cauſe that ever 
any mortal engaged in ſince the world began. 
This war is the lambs againſt the world fieſh, 
and the Devil. The apoſtle Paul was not 
aſhamed to fight in and for this cauſe at Rome, 
before the valiant ſoldiers, the potent and po- 
litic ſtateſmen, the learned philoſophers, and 
the eloquent orators.—- Hooper, the martyr, 
wrote thus to ſome of his friends in London, 
concerning the goodneſs and equity of this 
cauſe :—* Dear ' brethren, continually fight 
the Lord's battle; your cauſe is moſt juſt and 
good ; you fight for Chriſt and true religion,” 
&c. N #8 
III. For: encouragement, you have good 
weapons. Paul ſays, © The weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but ſpiritual and migh- 
ty, &c. 2 Cor. x. 4. No weapons of war are 
like thoſe which Chriſt, the great king, gives to 
his ſoldiers ; neither the ſtrength of earth nor 
bell is able to prevail againſt them; a few of 
which briefly I ſhall mention unto ou. 
I. The ſhield. This will not only ſtop the 
cold darts of men, but the fiery darts of the 
Devil; his darts are the worſt in the world; 
his power very ſtrong to throw them: but ne1- 
ther Devils nor men have been able to force 
their darts through the-believer's ſhield, Heb. 
i. 34 The ſhield of faith will both cool and 
Tae | quench 
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quench the fiery darts of Satan, that: they can 


neither burn nor ſinge the foldiers of Chriſt. 

II. The ſword. This is the word which 
the omnipotent ſpirit has made, and it is the 
ward of God, Heb. iv. 12. By this ſword the 
captain of ſalvation conquered the Devil; by 
this too he does and will conquer the man of 
{in, the kings of the earth, and the kingdoms 
of the world. No {word in the world ſo cut- 
ting and penetrating as this is: we may ſay of 
this as David ſaid of Goliah's, There is none 
like it; give me this ſword.” 

III. The helmet. In one place it is called 
the hope of ſalvation, in another the helmet of 
ſalvation. What was Goliah's great helmet of 
braſs, which he put on, to tis helmet of ſal- 
vation, which the ſoldiers of Chriſt wear ? 
Goliah loſt his helmet, and head too, in his 
duel with David; but whole legions of De- 
vils, and all the powers of darkneſs, cannot 
take away the lives, nor cut off the heads of 
thoſe who wear the helmet of falvation. 

IV. The breaſt-plate. It is called the 
breaſt- plate of righteouſneſs, Epheſ. vi. 14. 
Whether it be meant of the righteouſneſs 'Of 
juſtification without us, or of ſanRification 
within:us, or both, I will not determine ; for 
both are made an armour for the believer. 
This breaſt- plate is an heart- ſecuring and an 
heart- ſtrengthening grace. Neither the law, 
ſin, death, or devils, can hurt that foul who 
wears the imputed righteouſneſs ok Chriſt for 
a breaſl- plate. All the arrows, ſhots, darts, 
ſwords, and ſpears of the moſt oruel enemy 


will 
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will be recoiled before this armour. . What 
© enemy can wound the ſoul, or hartn the heart, 
where the vital parts arc ſo well guarded ? 
V. The belt. This ſtrengthens the loins, 

faſlens the breaſt-plate, on which alſo the 
ſword is girded. This belt or girdle is truth, 
Epheſ. vi. 14. Everlaſting truth is of ever- 
laſting ſtrength. * Truth is a torch that all the 
winds of earth and hell can never blow out; 
a flame that all the flood: of perſecutions and 
alflictions can never quench. All the force 

and ſtrength, both of men and devils, can ne- 

ver conquer truth; it is immortal and. invin- 
cible, like God himſelf; it fears no faces; it 
ſeeks no corners: the devil could not conquer 
Job becauſe of this. 

VI. The defence of your feet. Having 

your feet ſhod with the preparation of the gol- 
pel of peace, thou ſhalt tread the lion and the 
adder, the young lion and the dragon ſhalt thou 
. trample under foot. There is a two-fold 
peace, whereby the goſpel doth arm a be- 
- Hever's ſoul; peace with God, and peace with 
conſcience. —This is leet armour which your 
captain hath prepared for you; bleſſed be 
God for it! Peace with God and with con- 
ſcience is to the believing ſoul, like a ſhip that 
hath a bottom to bear it up lrom ſinking, and 
hath a maſt above water, bearing colours of 
joy and gladneſs. This vill give not only reſt, 
but joy in the ſtorm ; it will not only enable | 
one to bear ribulation, but to glory in tribu- N 
| | lation; it will ſupport the ſoul under all viciſ- | 

| ſitudes, mutations, and tranſmutations, 9 | 

the 
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the whole courſe of providence, from the be- 
ginning.to the end. O how happy thoſe. are, 
yea, and fafe too, whole feet are ſnod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace! Now, 
{oldiers of Chriſt, you ſee what an armour. 
your armour is! gird it on, and in your cap- 
tain's ſtrength and name make uſe of it too: 
Be valiant for the truth upon the earth, comely . 
as Jeruſalem, terrible as an army with ban- 
nerd, 
Lord, how ſecure and bleſt are they | 
Who feel the joys of pardon'd fin? . _. 
Should ſtorms of wrath ſhake earth and ſea, 
; Their minds have heaven and peace 
n | on Rat 
VII. The engine. The believer's engine of 
war is prayer; this engine conſiſts of two 
things, viz. parts and properties. | 


I. Parts. Obſerve them all in one text, 
ö Epheſ. vi. 18. 4 q | 
I. Praying always, i. e. to pray occaſional- 
ly and habitually, conſtantly; in private and in 
public. One generation ſoweth prayer, and, 
2 reapeth the crop of mercy prayed 
or. | | tis 
II. With all prayer, i. e. to pray with the 
underſtanding, conſcience, will, and affettions. 
All prayer is, to. read the foul to and before 
Cod, and not the book. To bring a book full 
of prayers before God, avails but little; but to 
have the heart brought before him, under the 
influence of the ſpirit of prayer, and expreſs - 
our neceſſities unto him through Jeſus Chriſt, . 
is more acceptable than any thing we can 
| | bring, 
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bring, and more like unto all prayer than all 
the books in the world beſides.— Will the hy- 
poerite always pray? No, no; he is not for 
all prayer: all prayer i is to pray with Sotomon 
on the throne, with Job on the dungbill, with 
Abraham in Canaan, with. Lot in Sodom, with 

MNMoeſes in the mount, and with Jonah in the 
great deep: this is alf prayer. 

III. Supplication. Praying always with all 
| goprayer and ſupplication is to pray like an Abra- 

ham pleading with God for a Sodom; like a 
Moſes with his whole ſoul lifted up to God in 
prayer againſt divine wrath, like a eremiah 
ſloating in tears for the milery of Sion: this 

is all prayer and ſupplication. 

IV. In the ſpirit. Pray irig in the Holy 
Ohoſt,“ ſays Jude ; ſo here, praying in the . 
rit. This is the great ſpring. of ihe believer's” 

engine. If one had all the prayer books in 
the world, ſaying, Let us pray all day long,” 
if the ſpirit is wanting, all books and prayers, 
thbugh® compoled by "the beſt, are but like a 
corpſe without a ſoul. As che body i is motionlefs: 
without the ſoul, fo is prayer 'without the ſpi- 
rit. The Lord cares not for thoſe who put on 
| Aaron's linen ephod and uſe not Mofes living, 
praying engine. O what engine is like the 
behevers? '' What” were” any of thoſe which: 
| Atchimedes made; or thoſc which the p pope 
and his prelates have made, when Long? 
to the engine of prayer? This is alk of the 
ſpirit; every thought, ſigh, word, and groan, 
are of the ſpirit. The. Chin” is a ſoldier,” 


| nch clathed, ſtrengthened, principled, ani- 
9 mated 
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mated, carried out, and carried on with and dy 
the ſpirit. 

V. Watching thereunto. All prayer hath 
all watching joined unto it. 

I. This engine ſhould be watched that it be 
kept clean; or elſe, formality, bypoeriſy, dif- 
fidence, and deadneſs, will (like ruſt) cat its 
ſtrength, and ſtop its e 

II. That it be well placed, or fixed. This 
engine muſt be fixed by the hand of faich 
upon the high garriſon of the impenetrable 
promiſes, elſe it will make no execution at all. 
Engineers are very careful how and where they 
place their engines of war; ſo ſhould the be- 
liever be allo. No foundation is fit for a be- 
liever to place his engine upon, but an n 

Chriſt, and unchangeable promiſes. | 
III. This engine ſhould be watched that it 
be diſcharged well for to make execution and- 
deſtruction among the enemy. An engineer 
will not ſet his engine only, but will watch to 
{ee what exploits it will do likewiſe; ſo the 
believer mult, obſetve how his prayers go off. 
and what execution they make, We ſhould 
watch to ſee how much ſin is deſtroyed, how 
many temptations are repelled, how faſt the 
deviis made to flee by the power and force 
of prayer. Prayer goes forth to God in Chriſt, 
and brings back with it many bleſſings itito the 
' foul. Happy thoſe who are enabled kc 
grace to deal with God in prayer. 

VI. Another part of ibis engine is all pers 
ſeverance. You ſee how it increaſeth grace 
upon grace in an harmonious and inviolable 
D concordancy ._ 
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concordancy and concatenation. All perſeve- 
rance, that is, perſeverance in allthe times, the 
ſeaſons and occaſions of prayer; with Iſaac in 
the field, with David in the morning, with the 
ſpouſe on her bed, with Peter and John in the 
temple, with Chriſt in the mountain, in the de- 
ſert, in the garden, and on the croſs: this is all 
perſeverance in prayer. To perſevere in 
prayer is to pray with Daniel three times a 
day when it is death to pray once a month; 
to begin, continue, and end one's life with 
prayer, Luke, xviii. 1. To keep winding and 
bending the ſpring of prayer until the mercy 
is obtained; to take hold of the angel with 
Jacob, though the angel of the everlaſting co- 
venant, ſaying, Now I have hold of thee, I 
will not let thee go until thy bleſſing comes 
upon me, though all my bones were put out of 
Joint.” To perſevere in prayer is to break 
through all the barricadoes which one may 
meet with in the way, as the Canaanitiſh wo- 
man did. How many obſtacles ſhe met with, 
and yet broke through them all! | 
I. Chriſt's filence.. Though ſhe cried aloud, 
not a word of anſwer came from him. 
II. When be ſpoke, his words were very 
cutting, and enough to break her heart: © I am 
not ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 


Iſrael. Alas! this poor woman was none of 
them. What ſhall ſhe do- now ? Why here 
ſhe will not ſtop, but climbs over this obſtacle 
by the ſcaling ladder of faith. As ſhe was be- 

hind him before, now ſhe'runs and gets before 
him, puts on with more force, worſhipping and 
| | + Praying 
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praying together, with: her“ Lord help me, 
yet had no relief 1 
III. Chriſt calls hers Foe Now one would 
think that theſe words had ſtruck her dead: 
indeed ſtruck down ſhe was, and being fo low, 
putting her praying engine on the ground, of 
God's mercy in Chriſt towards a poor ſinner, 
and like a ſpiritual engineer, finds now the way 
to ſtrike the mark, when the ſtanders by think 
it fartheſt off and moſt. at random; '** True, 
Lord, (fays ſhe) I am no better than 'a dog; 
yet there is ſomethingbelonging toadog, O let 
me have that! I am unworthy to fit at table to 
eat with thy children; but Iwill wait as a dog un- 
der, to receive a cruſt or a crumb when it falls.“ 
Beingthushumbled, ſhegertsmtotheveryheartof 
Chriſt, and there hits the mark and gains the 
mercy ſhe prayed for, and goes home with tro- 
phies of victory over the devil. This is perſe- 
vering in prayer. To perſevere in prayer is 
to pray hard; to turn every thing that ſeems . 
to lie in the way of mercy; to get over all 
diſcouragements; yea, to form arguments for 
mercy out of diſcouragements and miſeries. 
For thy name ſake, O Lord, pardon mine ini- 
quity, for it is great! David made the great- 
nels of fin to be an argument for pardon. 
What though our mighty guilt beyond 
The wide creation ſwell, _ 
And has its curs d foundation laid 
Low as the deeps of hell! 
See here an endleſs ocean flows 
Of never failing grace; 
: 2 e 
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Behold a dying Saviour's veins 
The ſacred flood increaſe. 5 
VII. Supplication for all ſaints. This is the 
laſt part which I ſhall mention of this mighty 
engine of prayer. None while out of hell are 
to be excluded out of our prayers; neither 
are we to pray for thoſe who have departed 
from this life, nor unto them upon any account 
whatever. Striving together in prayer. Unity 
is the ſtrength of heaven; trinity in uni- 
ty, and unity in trinity. Unity is the ſtrength 
of hell alſo. If Satan's kingdom could be 
divided, it would come to nothing ſoon. 
Unity is the ſtrength of the militant church 
likewiſe: to be one with Chriſt and with 
one another. What can be more ſtrong ? So 
When united together in prayer, what can 
withſtand that prayer ? To make ſupplication 
and prayer for all ſaints, is to pray for all the 
ſainis indefinitely and univerſally ; for one as 
well as another; for a Lazarus lying at the 
door, as well as for a Solomon ſitting on the 
throne. Supplication for all ſaints is to pray 
for all thoſe who we hope do belong to God, 
though of different judgments from us. We 
mould not divide in our prayers thoſe whom 
Chriſt hath united unto. himſelf by his ſpirit. 
We ſhould not pray for one ſett of people 
and perſecute another, if belonging to God. 
All the creatures, though of different kinds and 
diſpoſitions, lived peaceably together when 
hut up in the ark; fo ſhould all the people of 
God live, who are ſhut up in the ark Chriſt. 


To make ſupplication for all ſaints is to perſe- 
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vere in all prayer for them, that they may per- 
ſevere in prayer and in every duty; that they 
may uſe all their armour aright, and fight man- 

fully under Chriſt's banner; that they may be 


found faithful unto death, and at laſt obtain the 


crown of everlaſting life. | 
With humble love addreſs his throne ; 
For if he frown, ye die: 1 
Thoſe are ſecure, and thoſe alone, 
Who on his grace rely. 
God grant that we may be found of this hap- 
py and ſecure number ! 


This leads me ſecondly to ſhow the proper- | 


ties of this engine of, prayer. | 

I; It is — XY and an entire, engine... It 
needs no additions, neither from prelates or 
popes. . The common engine is very imper- 
fett: many caſes, conditions, and neceſſities, 
which it cannot reach; for it hathbeenoblerved, 


when malefactors have been brought to the 


place of execution, having one foot on the lad- 
der and the other ſtepping into eternity, how the 
ordinaries come thither with the common en- 
gine, and fumble about it, becauſe of its im- 
perfection. Now for want of a better prayer 
they make uſe of that for the viſitation of the 
ſick, in private, where they are like to hit the 
mark as ſoon. as an engincer, who diſchargeth 
his engine ealtward in the morning, and thinks 
to ſtrike the ſun at his ſetting. It was well that 
the wartyrs had a better engine to help them in 
Smithfield, than the malefattors have to help 
them at the gallows. Ah! ſoldiers of Chriſt 4 
make uſe of this perſec engine of prayer, 

F which 
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which lieth in your armoury. It is a ſign of 
an evil heart to reſtrain, or to give off prayer. 
Mr. Caryl ſaid, There are five ſtairs which 
lead to hell, viz. Quenching of the ſpirit, griev- 
img the ſpirit, reſiſting the ſpirit, vexing the 
WW ſpirit, Eons Writ.” Mr. Je- 
remiah Dyke ſaid, Quenching of the fpirit 
is the firſt ſtep to utter apoſtacy and deſtruc- 
tion.“ | al 
II. It is a portable engine; that is, it can 
be carried about from place to place. Noah 
could carry this with him into the ark, and uſe 
it upon the mighty waters too; Abraham could 
carry it into a ſtrange country, Iſaac into the 
field; Jacob could carry it with him on his 
journey, and though he was made to go halting 
/ with uſing it, yet, lame as he vas, he could 
carry this engine of prayer along with him, 
and thereby made heaven to fmile and hell to 
tremble many a time. This praying engine 
I Moſes could carry with bim up to the top of 
[i the mount, All the Old | Teſtament believers 
could carry this with them into the caves and 
ie dens of the earth. Jeremiah took this with 
him into the miry dungeon; Daniel into the li- 
ons den, Jonah into the whale's belly. Thispray- 
ing engine the apoſtles took with them into 
| priſon, and the martyrs into the bifhop's dark 
coal-honfe. What Bias; the philoſopher, ſaid 
of his learning and moral virtues may a be- 
| | Hever ſay of this engine, © All mine I carry 
| 
| 


with me,” Bleſſed be God for this engine of 
prayer! O take it up believers, and make uſe 
of it! for it will both pleaſe your captain and 
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comfort your ſouls. The Romans weighty 


engines and maſſyrams . great ſtrength 


to draw them about; but this engine of prayer 
will fetch in ſtrength enough to carry itſelf and 


the carrier too. The weakeſt believer in the 


whole world, through the belp of the ſpirit, may 
wich pleaſure carry this engine along with him. 
III. It is an hidden engine: it can be placed 
in ſecret, and be uſed in fecret hkewiſe. It hath 
many occult properties and qualities in its myſ- 
tertous workings, that the enemy with the 
greateſt inſpection and policy cannot deſcry. 
When Herod Rretched forth his hand openly, 
and raifed a battery againſt the church, and 
digged deep to blow it up, Peter was caft into 
priſon, and chained faſt in priſon alſo. The 
church got together in private, and made pray- 
ers without ceafing ; their prayer went ſecretly 
to heaven, and took a courtier of the throne 
by the hand, and brought him down to the 
priſon: he unbolts the doors, looſeth the 
chains, and brings forth Peter; he goes to 
Herod the king, and {mites him down to the 


ground with death. When Peter and John 


were apprehended and convened before the 
rulers and elders, they threatened them, and 
{frialy charged them, to preach no more ih 
Chriſt's name; they took no notice of this, 
but returned to their company, reported what 
was done, and how matters went on, and alſo 
let their prayer engine a-going to counter- 
work the enemy's rage; and though in priſon, 
the place ſhook by the report of their engine, 
and away comes an angel by night, and opens 


the 
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the priſon doors, brings them forth,- and bids 
them go into the temple, and ſpeak all the 
WW words of this life. —This engine ſometimes is 
diſcharged forward, to purſue and overtake 
the fliers in their fearſul flight ; and ſometimes 
backwards,.to break down the bridges, to open 
the ſluices, to draw the hatches, to fill up the 
moats, and to flop the enemy in his moſt vehe- 
ment purſuit. — This engine goes off ſome. 
times through an abſoluteÞromiſe, ſometimes 
through a conditional one ; but always through 
a mediator, and then it never miſſetn. I 
faid not unto-the ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye my 
face in vain.” O believers! keep charging 
and diſcharging your engine, for it ſhall not 
be in vain. It is one of God's glorious attri- 
butes that be heareth prayer. Oh, little doth 
the world know what is in the prayers of the 
ſaints! what good or what hurt this engine will 
ſecretly do'them! It can kill and cure at 
once; it can raiſe up'the loweſt ſaint, and fink 
to the. bottom the higheſt ſinner. It can diſ- 
charge mercy and judgment, honey, and gall ' 
at once—* To him who ſmote great kings; 
for his mercy endureth for ever: Sihon, king 
of the Amorites; for his mercy endureth for 
ever : and Og, king of Baſhan; for his mercy 
endureth for ever.” This ſhoweth the diffe- 
rent effects of prayer. It can ſhoot bladders 
to the one and mill-ſtones to the other. O 
the myitery of prayer! This is one of the 
greateſt myſteries of the kingdom cf heaven, 
Which the world underſtands nothing of; yet 
1 babes and ſucklings bawe it revealed unto 
Fil them 
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them. Their hands are the hands which turn 
the cock above, that they may draw the ſweet 
wine of the kingdom to cordial and refreſh 
themſelves therewith ; and allo that they may 
fill the cup to the brim with the bitter, the 
red, the ſparkling wine of God's wrath, for 
all implacable and oppreſſing enemies. Theſe 
babes have the key of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, where the treaſures of mercy and wrath 
are laid up. and reſerved. Prayer hath much 
intimacy, and goes hand in hand with the invi- 
fible God. It can deliver an arrow to the 
heart of a Julian, and ſtrike a nail through 
the head of a Siſera while ſleeping in the 
tent. This can kindle fire and quench a flame” 
at once. Ah! ſubtle plotters againſt God's 
people ! fear this ſecret engine; for it will 
countermine all your plots, fink you down, or 
blow youup. O England, England ! leave off 
unſcriptural forms and popiſh relics, and make 
uſe of this engine of prayer. When all other 
engines fail, and all other means loſe their 
uſe, this ſecret engine of prayer will dig a well 
and draw water together, open rivers in high 
places, and fountains in the midit of the val- 
lies. It is ſaid of Archimedes, when the Ro- 
mans laid ſiege to Syracuſe, he made a kind 
of burning glaſſes, and ſet many of their ſhips 
on fire, being in the haven. He had variety 
of engines, ſome for one purpoſe ſome for ano- 
ther; becauſe he could not make one engine 
to anſwer all purpoſes; but the engine of 
prayer is made to anſwer all intents and pur- 
poſes whatever, that a believer ſtands in "a of 
_ while 
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while in this world. - O the myſtery of prayer! 
It carries divers and contraryeffects at one and 
the ſame time; it will carry tbe golden ball of 

mercy one way, and the grenado of wrath the 
bother way; it will diſmount a Haman, and ſet 
Wy a Mordecai on horſeback ; it will advance the 
done to honour, and the other to the gallows, 
All this is through God; for you muſt and 
ihould remember, that this | engine of prayer 
cannot do any thing at all of itſelf; it is God 
_m_ gives it to move ; he cauſes it to work and 

o perform theſe different effects; therefore 

— us worthip God, and not prayer; all ho- 

nour and praiſe be unto his bleſſed name, that 
he is pleaſed to hear and to anſwer our Pray 
ers! 

The rock of Iſrael ever lives; ; 
His name be ever bleſt: 
Tis bis own arm the victory gives, 
And gives his people relt. 

IV. This engine of prayer” makes a loud 
report. The word bath a voice, the rod hath a + 
voice, & prayer hath a voice, yea, a loud voice 

too, tho' the carnal, careleſs, ſecure, and ſleepy 
world hear it not. Eli could not hear the voice 
of Hannah, tho' ſtanding by ber on earth; yet 
her voice was heard in heaven by her gracious 
God. Luther ſaid, © The leaſt ſigh of a con- 
trite heart ſo fills heaven with noiſe, that there 
i; no noiſe of any thing in heaven or earth 
heard at that time but the noiſe of prayer.” 
There are three things in the Scriptures which 
h make a ws the fins of the wicked, the ſuffer - 
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ings and blood of God's people when opprefſ« 
ſed and martyred. Prayer is ſaid to have a 
cry too, Luke, xviii. 7. Prayer hath a loud 
and a long cry ; it cries night and day, from 
generation to generation; it cri-s until the 


_ cauſe and quarrel of the ele be avenged, and 


the mercies prayed for be obtained. Though 
prayer may ſound no more than a tear on 
earth, yet it ſounds like a trumpet in heaven. 
God help us to pray! The prayers of God's 
people go up to heaven with the ſmoke of in- 
cenſe; but they make a report, and recoil with 


aloud echo, and voices like terrible thunders 


| and earthquakes, Rev. viii. 3, 4, 5. The be- 
liever's God makes much, yea, makes-moſt of 
the leaſt of prayer. If his people do but 


figh on earth in a dungeon, he hears on his 
throne in glory. O believers! what a God 


have you ! that a ſigh ſhould awake him, and - 


bring him down from the throne to the foot- 
ſtool, to help his fighing, praying, and crying 
people, Pſalm Ixxix. 11. Prayer is a weapon 


which vour enemies with all their ſkill and 


power cannot take from you, nor wholly ſtop 
the uſe of it, as long as you live. Let a be- 
liever have all his books taken from him, yet 
he can pray ; calt him to priſon, he can pray ; 
caſt ſtones at him, yet he can pray: ſtop his 
mouth with a gag, then he can ſigh; cut off 
his tongue, then he can groan, and that is pray- 
er. The more men endeavour to filence 
prayer, the louder it will cry; let out its blood, 
it will cry with- the blood of Abel; burn it 
to aſhes; its duſt will riſe up to heaven, and 

join 
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Join forces with the army of martyrs, and be- 
ſiege the throne of God, of grace, and of glory, 

- with a loud voice, How long, holy and true, 
doſt thou not avenge out blood on them 
that dwell on the earth? O enemies to pray 

er and praying people! what do you mean? 
Can you ſtop the running of Jordan, or the. 
roaring of the ſea, or the terrible ſhout of the 
laſt trumpet when you are called to judgment 
thereby? Then you may ſtop the loud noiſe 
of this praying engine, and not till then, 

From ſtrength to ſtrength go on, 
Wreſile, and fight, and pray, 
Tread all the powers of darkneſs down, 
And win the well fought day. ; 
$512 il 98 TorLady. 
V. It is a powerful engine, It hath had 
ower. over devils, over men, and over the 
Almighty himſelf in a - meaſure. This en- 
gine has raiſed the dead, healed the fick, chain- 
ed up and call out devils. When the gift of 
miracles could not do it, the gift of prayer 
did it. O the power of prayer! When Paul _ 
knew no. other way to break his chains, he 
ueſtioned not but this engine of prayer would 
do it But withal prepare me a lodging; for 
I truſt that through your prayers I ſhall be 
given unto you.”—This engine hath ſhut up 
- heaven and opened it again; hath ſtopt the 
ſun and moon in their courſes, untill the peo- 
ple had conquered their eners. It is ſaid of 
Luther, that be could have whatever he would 
of God in prayer. O what a powerful thing 
is prayer! It can bring down mercies and 
2 | hovah 
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carry away miſeries. O praying ſouls! you 
are the mighty ones; you have power as prin- 
ces to prevail with God. Moſes with this en- 

ne could tie up the omnipotent arms of je- 
ty that he could not EY the children N 
of Iſrael, Exod. xxxii. 10, 11. By bloodè 
and prayer (faid Luther) the church win 4 
and overcomes the whole world.“ | 

By prayer I counterplot my foes, 
Nor need their ambuſh fear, ' 
Becauſe my life-guard alſo goes 
Behind me in the rear. 

Bleſſed be God for his mercy and protecs 
tion ! 

VI. It is a corrible engine. When this en- 
gine is charged with threats and iniprecations, 
wo to them who are butts and marks placed 
before it! Read the 95th Pſalm throngb, 
there you will find how terrible this engine 
is. It is ſaid of the queen of Scots, thar ſhe 
was more afraid of Mr. Knox's prayers than 
the invaſion of an Engliſh army. If one 
ſaint's prayers were ſo dreadful and terrible; 
how terrible the prayer of the whole militant 
church when united! When all the militant 
believers are compleatly marſhalled into- ranks 
and files, with armour on, with weapons drawn, 
with banners diſplaying, wich their engine fi- 
ring, then (ſays Chriſt) Thou art beautiful, 
O my love, as Tirzab, comely as Jeruſalem; 
terrible as an army with banhers. 

Having ſhowed you thus the parts and proper- 
ties of the engine of prayer, I ſhall concſude 
this head with a word or two of application. 


1 I. Set 
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I. Set this engine on work to kill all the ver- 
min of luſt and temptations; to root up and 
to carry off the luxurious broods and branches 
of fin and corruption ; fire at the very heart 
of fin in your own hearts ; do not give up till 
you find a general rout here. Again, make 
uſe of it to fetch in your foul proviſion; to 
get in more ſpiritual might and force from the 
ſpirit of Chriſt and from his word, that you 
_ be quickened, ſtrengthened, ſtabliſhed, 
and comforted to go on in the ways of Chriſt, 

II. Make uſe of this engine with valiant 
Joſhua in your houſe and family ; do not lie 
open to that wrath which is threatened to be 
poured upon the Heathens and families who 
call not on the name of the Lord. 
III. Make uſe of this engine in the churches 
of Chriſt; pray tor ii whole cauſe of Chriſt 
in the world; pray for his whole church mili- 
tant every where on .carth, If you ſhould 
be deſpitefully uſed and perſecuted for pray- 
ing, yet meet together and pray for all ſaints 
and for all men; for kings, and others under 
them in authority, that you may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. 

IV. Make uſe of this engine of prayer in 
reference to the kingdom. There is a two- 
fold evil that you ſhould by prayer beg the 
Lord to remove out of the land, viz, the evil 
of ſin and the evil of ſuffering. | 

I. The evil of fin. | This is the evil of evils, 
the enemy of enemies. O what a large field 
the evil of fin is! a deep abyſs! a miry So- 
dom ! legions of Devils! boundleſs and bot- 
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tomleſs hell! the known and unknown land 
in our own country! The innumerable, God 
_provoking, and land deſtroying fins of our days 
are very great. England is full of ſwearers, 
whoremongers, drunkards, ſabbath-breakers, 
&c. Ah, ſoldiers of Chriſt! the fins of the 
land have made a ſad work amongſt us. Theſe 
are the greateſt ſowers of {edition in court 
and country, Theſe are the greateſt enemies 
to the king and kingdom. Sin turned angels 
out of Heaven, Adam out of Paradiſe, and 
all the world into confuſion and ruin. Never 
think of peace and ſeulement as long as the 
whoredoms and witchcrafts of Jezebel remain 
in the city and in the country. Theſe are De- 
vils which have poſſeſſed our land like the man 
in the goſpel, Theſe ſins caſt it ſometimes into 
the fire and ſometimesaato the water; ſome- 
times into the plague, Mto the ſword, and into 
the famine. Theſe are ſuch a kind of fins as 
go not out but by prayer and faſting. Ah, 
ſoldiers of Chriſt ! to your engine duty; 
pray, and pray hard; intreat the Lord by 
prayer that he would deſtroy the fins of our 
land before we are brought to deſtruttion by 
them. Ah, engineers! be very buly about 
your engine contrivances. Though you may 
e looked upon as incendiaries, and be called 
the troublers of Iſrael for praying, yea, 
and may be killed in the place for praying 
too, yet it ſhall be ſaid of you, as it was ſaid 
of Joſiah, that, Though he was flain in 
war, yet he died in peace.“ 8 5 
. II. In 
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II. In reference to the evil of affliction. 
O there is need for the people of God to 
pray that the Lord would be pleaſed to re- 
move the judgments and miſeries which are 
in our land already. One great judgment 
lying upon us is an ignorant, ſottiſh, debauch- 
ed, ſuperſtitious miniſtry. O pray that more 
life, more light, and better oil may be put 
into many of our lamps, or rather dark lan- 
| thorns, or elſe keep on praying till they are 
| - entirely extinguiſhed. One ſaid, that hereto- 
fore we had golden prieſts and wooden chal1. 
ces; but now we have golden chalices and 
wooden prieſts. This 1s a great plague in 
England at this day, that the prieſt's houſe, in 
many places, ſhould be more infectious than 
a peſt-houſe ; and thʒt the white Devil ſhould 
deſtroy. more fouls th the place of worſhip 
than the black Devil does in the market. Oh! 
as you love your native land, and your own 
and other's ſouls, ſet your praying engine at 
work, and deſire the Lord to remove this 
heavy judgment from us.—Again, Let us be 
earneſt in prayer with God, deſiring him to 
put an end to wars and rumours of wars, 
both in church and ſtate, Let us intreat the 
Lord in prayer that he would remove our 
poverty and diſtreſs, and that he would reſtore 
unto us health, ſtrength, plenty, and peace, all 
the days of our lives. Ah, ſoldiers of Chriſt ! 
uſe this engine, and pray as the Lord Jeſts in- 
ſtruted his diſciples, that the Lord of the 
W harveſt would ſend forth labourers into his 
i Harveſt, Luke, x. 2, Pray chat the goſpel — 
ve 
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have a free paſſage and run, and be of great 
uſe every where 1n our land ; that peace and 
purity in dottrine and diſcipline may meet to- 
gether amongſt us in all the churches of Chriſt; 
that God would raiſe up a bulwark, yea, a 
mighty battery againſt the bloody Romiſh re- 
ligion ; and that his, ſpirit may lift up a ſtan» 
dard againſt theſe Afſyrians whenſoever they 
attempt to invade our land. O let us unam- 
moully pray for the bleſſings of the goſpel of 
peace, and that proſperity may attend it 
throughout the whole world; and that it may 
never be taken, nor kept in uncircumciſed 
Philiſtines hands; hit that we may leave it to 
the generations to come, that after we have 
ſerved God in our own generation, that the 
generations to come may{have a caule to ſtand 
up and call us bleſſed. Pen, of us have but 
little or nothing of this world's goods to be- 
queath to our children, yet let us pray that 
we may leave unto them the. unlearchable 
riches of Chrilt in the great truths and preci- 
- ous, ordinances of the goſpel. $ [15 
Make ule of your praying engine about fos 
reign affairs, whether more near or more re- 
mote abroad in the world, 25 : 
I. For the good of the neighbouring na- 
tions, where any of our Proteſtant brethren 
reſide. There are many in theſe nations that 
are (as it were) bone of our bone, and fleſh of 
our fleſh, O let us pray that liberty and 
peace may be granted unto them . 
II. Make uſe of your praying engine to 
batter down-the ſtrong holds of Popery every 
E 3 where. 
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Where. O fix your engine againſt the walls 


of Babylon, and never give off till you hear 
a voice behind you, ſaying, © Babylon is fal- 
len, is fallen!“ 3 

III. Make uſe of this great engine of 
prayer to bring down the great Turk, toge- 
ther with his cruel and helliſh authority. 

IV. Set this engine at work for the carry- 
ing forth of the goſpel of the kingdom into all 
the kingdoms of the world, that the forces and 
fulneſs of the Gentile nations may come in; 
and that his antient people, the Jews, may be 
brought into a ſaving knowledge of Chriſt ; 
and that the kingdoms gf the world may. 
come to be the Eingdoms of our God, and of 
bis Chriſt for ever and ever. 

Good news from Heaven, where angels 
dwell, | 
To thoſe that well deſerved Hell; 
Of ſtrength too weak for work and war, 
And acceſs near to thoſe afar. 
' Fhus I have deſcribed briefly the nature, 
qualities and uſe of your mighty praying en- 
gine ; but after all, you nor it can do nothing 
without God; therefore, O ſoldiers of Chriſt ! 


look unto your eternal God and Father, and 


pray molt earneſtly that he would grant unto 
you his help, influence, and directions, till 
you arrive ſale from all troubles and wars, to 
the land of endleſs peace and tranquility. 

V. For your encouragement confider your 
ſtandard. A ſtandard is an enſign of war, 
and it is to diſtinguiſh between army and ar- 
my, company and company, It is the gn. 

ral's 
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ral's colours, whether at land or ſea, and it 
| hath commonly the arms of the kingdom and 
country to which it belongs diſplayed in it too. 
This is to bring together, to encourage, and 
comfort the ſoldiers who belong to it, and to 
diſmay, diſcourage, diſcomfit, and terrify the 
enemy; it is a ſign of dignity to the ſoldiers 
that are under and for it, and for dread and 
deſtruttion to thoſe that are againſt it. What 
are the ſtately ſtandards of the world to this 
of Chriſt ? What is the great Turk's, with 
his half moon; or the German emperor's, 
with his brazen ſpread-cagle ; or the king of 
Spain's, with his ſtrong caſtle ; or the French 
king's fleur-de-lis; or the king's arms of the 
three kingdoms, ſupported and guarded with 


a lion and an unicorn, to this great ſtandard of ö 


Chriſt? The glorious goſpel which brings 
life and immortality to light, is the ſtandard, 
the enſign, and banner of your great com- 
mander. This bears the names, the attributes, 
the titles, and the eternal truths of the bleſſed 
Trinity. It bears both the offices and the or- 
dinances of the holy Jeſus, and conſpicuouſly 
difpla them to the world, Iſaiah, Ixil. 10, 11, 
12. Ilgtab: Six 22. This goſpel ſtandard is 
a flag of truce, and it is full of encouragement 
to all that will come under it; to theſe it is a 
ſtandard of grace, love, and peace; but to all 
that oppoſe, it is a bloody flag, and a terrible 
banner of wrath and death. It will conquer 
and cruſh all perſons and powers that continue 
to oppoſe it.— julius the Third bad ſtamped 
on his coin, That nation and kingdom ſhall }} 
; | periſh 
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periſh which doth notſerve me.“ The Lord je- 


ſus ſummons in the nations and kingdoms of the 
world by the ſlandard of the everlaiting goſpel : 
wo, wo, unto all thoſe who obey it not! Rev. 
xiv. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. The goſpel ſtandard is an 
enſign that hath been ſhot at and defigned 


againſt by the enemy; but it ſtands up in the 
world and is diſplayed to this day, and ſhall 


con inue . util it ſhall make all the mighty 
ones of the world to ſtrike ſail, and vail bon- 
net unto it; for the motto of Chriſt is, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” The Lord je- 
ſas will cut gown with the tharp ſword that go- 
s mouth all that will not come 
under his Þndard ; he muſt and ſhall reign 
until all his Fnemies are made to be his foot- 
ſtool. —Sentgnlis ſays, that When Groſted, 
biſhop of Lancoln, died, there was a voice 
heard in the Pope's court, ſaying, © Come 
thou wretch to be judged of God.” A voice 
like this ſhall ſoon ring over the whole world, 


May ing, The judgment of the man of ſin, of 
the whore of Babylon, of the .beaſt, and of 
the kings of the earth, who have.given up their 


power unto him, is come.” But was this the 
caſe this very moment, the believer could ſing 
thus: | 
The judgment day I dread the leſs; 
My judge is made my righteouſneſs. 

In the golpel ſtandard we have molt con- 
ſpicuouſly diſplayed unto us the face, the love, 
the heart, the bowels, and the blood of Chriſt, 
reaking and ſtreaming unto us unworthy ſin- 


ners. * 
O lor 


av 


( 57) 


O for this love! let rocks and hills 
Their laſting filence break, 

And all harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak. 

In this goſpel ſtandard you may ſee your 
Magna Charta, and alſo the golden chain of 
your ſalvation, which links you faſt to glory. 
In this you may read the Father electing, the 
Son redeeming, and the Holy Sping ſanfifying 


and preparing you for eternal reſt. There is 


nothing in the goſpel of Jeſus but love and 
life, ſweetneſs and peace. God be praifed 
for the goſpel! O where can S match this 


matchleſs {tandard ?—It is ſaid MMlexander, 
that when he came to beſiege ahy place or 
garriſon, he was wont to hang up a lighted 
lamp to be a ſign of mercy ; that if the ene- 
my would ſubmit whilſt that was burning, 
there was quarter to be given; but after that 
was out, there was nothing left but the bloody 
ſtandard, nothing remamed but immediate 
death. Thus the Lordi Jeſus does by the 
- goſpel. He hangs forth the golden lamp of 
life and light, and declares ſafety and peace 
to all that come unto him by the goſpel call 
and according to the goſpel directions; but 
to thoſe who make light of his call, he will 
turn the bloody ſide of the ſtandard towards 
them, and will ſhow their doom and death with- 
out mercy, with an © How (hall ye eſcape for 
negletting ſo great a ſalvation ?” and wit a 
** Bring Por theſe mine enemies that would 
not have me to reign over them, and flay 
them before me,” | 


VI, Conſider 
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VI. Conſider your fortifications. All theſe 
arc impregnable and impenetrable, are of etcr- 
nal and invincible ſtrength. Walls of braſs 
are ſtrong, yet behold ſtronger walls than of 


brass, Iſaiah, xxvi. 1. How ſafe maſt thole 


be, who are walled about with walls of ſalva- 
tion. As the cauſe is greater and better than 
the effect, ſo is the Lord more ſtrong than ſal- 
vation itſelf, Palm xviii. 2. Plalm xvii. 12, 13. 
Ah ſoldiers of Chriſt! how ſtrong muſt thoſe 
fortifications be that have many towers to de- 
tend them round. about? Now go round 
about the militant church, and behold your for- 
tifications, you ſhall find then to be of invin- 
cible firength, and fo firm that it is Mpoſhble 
for all the powers of earth and hell to harm any 
of thoſe that are found therein, All the glo- 
rious perſons in the Trinity, all the names, 
titles, and attributes of the bleſſed Godhead, 
whether- communicable or Gre, a 


"Nominal or real, abſolute or\relative, and 
there are near five hundred o theſe to be 
found in the Scripture,and you may call every 
one of theſe a tower of defence for the militant 
church and the ſaints of God, while bere upon 
earth and in the field of battle. At one tower 
truth defends, at another omnipotency guards, 
at another wiſdom counterworks all the plots 
and .mines of the enemy, at another juſtice 
clears off the enemy, at another wrath breaks 
upon them like fire from above. How terri- 
ble are the attributes and the threatenings of 
the. great God to all his malicious enemies? 
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How ſafe and ſecure myſt his own dear people 


be when ſurrounded with his own eternal 
' power ? Iſaiah, xxxill. 16. This Scripture con- 
_ tains every thing that a believer wants, and an- 
ſwers all objections that can be made againſt 
the ſecurity. and ſafety of thoſe who fear the 
Lord in the worſt of times ; for the place of 
their defence is ſo ſafe and ſo high as any thing 
in the eternal Jehovah, 

More happy, but not more ſecure, - 

The glorified ſpirits above. 

O what a favour it is to have the great name 
of God! yea, theeomnipotent power of ]eho- 
vah, to aid, preſerve, and to deliver his people 
from all. danger and diſtreſs! Prov. xv1ii. 10. 
Ah. ſoldiers of Chriſt ! what encouragement 
is here to hold out the ſiege, when n= defence 
is ſo. ſtrong and your proviſion ſo ſafe? Go 
on in the name of the. Lord from conquering 
unto conquer, 

A feeble faint ſhall win the day, 
Tho” Death and Hell obſtrutt his way. 

VII. Conſider though your number is but 
few, yet your fide is the ſtrongeſt. The eter- 
nal Trinity is on your ſide. © The Lord 
hights for you,” ſaid Moſes, Exod. xiv. 14. 
How ſtrong thoſe muſt be that have a God to 
fight for them,—I have read of Antigoner, 
that when he was told of the ſupernumerous 
army that was coming againſt him, and that 
he was under number to engage the enemy ; 
How many (ſaid he) do you reckon me to 
be.” .If Antigoner would be reckoned for 
many, how many may J eſus Chriſt be reckoned 
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to be ? What though the militant church is but 
few in number, one of a city and twb of a 
tribe, and there ſhould be never ſo many legi- 
ons of Devils and armies of wicked men ari- 
ſing againſt it? yet you may reckon Jeſus 
Chriſt againſt all theſe, if they were a thouſand 
times more in number than they are, Ifaiah, 
| xl. 14. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye 
men of Iſrael ; I will help thee” © Though 
thou art as weak as a worm, yet I have the 
ſtrength of a God ; and who can ſtand againſt 
a God and a worm when their ſtrength is uni- 
ted? Greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world.” You have the power of 
God's might on your: fide ; and if your gene- 
ral ſees that you want help, he can raiſe the 
forces of Heaven to aid and aſſiſt you: ther, 
= how ſtrong muſt you be? Ah believers ! 
your ſide is the ſtrongeſt ſide. Bleſſed be God 
for his mercy! O praiſe ye his holy name! 
VIII. Conſider though your ſervice is hard 
and ſharp, yet it is but ſhort, Rev. ii. x. The 
ten days will ſoon be over ; and if days ſhould 
* ſeem long, the time of our tribulation and of 
enduring hardſhip is ſhortened to an hour, 
Rev. il. 10. yea, it is ſhortened to a moment, 
2 Cor. iv. 179. One of the martyrs ſaid, © It 
is but to ſhut our eyes, and before we open 
them again we ſhall be found with God. I 
have bat a ſtile or two (ſaid Dr. Taylor, the 
martyr) to go over before I ſhall be at my Fa- 
ther's houſe,” Luther hath three diminutives 
to ſet forth the ſhortneſs of the Chriſtian's 
afflictions. They are (ſays he) but for a lit- 
01 | | tle, 
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Te; little, little while: it is but a ſhort blaſt, 
and it will ſoon be over. May God increaſe 
our faith to believe it! and confider though 
your enemies ſeem to you to be too ſtrong 
and many, yet they are all conquered by your 
captain already. 

I. The Devils: Thoſe. potent, cruel, and 
malicious enemies are cohquered and ſpoiled, 
Col. ii. 15. | 

II. Afflictions ind oirſeCurdon! The apof⸗ 
u gives a challenge to them all, and inſults 
over them in a triumphant manner, as being 
already conquered by the Lord Jeſus, Noun 
Ch. viii. 38.36, 37, Ke. 

III. Death and the grave are edqubred 
too. O Death ! thou waſt onee a formidable, 
ſtinging, and a killing enemy; but the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt has bern in the grave, has enter- 
ed thy ſtrong hold, has took gut thy ſting, took 
off thy arms, and f. oiled thy power. O 
grave ! thou ſhalt be but a reſting place for all 
them that die in the Lord; for we have the 
| — through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 1 Cor, 
18. Ab, ſoldiers of Chriſt ! what an en- 
courkjement is here to endure hardneſs, that 
your potent enemies ate all conquered by 
your captain? * He has won the day; he has 
conqueredevery enemy, and went through the 
lonefome grave, and ſtands now on the other 
fide,” and bids you to be courageous ; there- 
fore go on from N unto conquer till 
you arrive to Sion's hill. 


FIX. Conſider 


IX. Conſider though your ſervice may ſeem 
hard, yet it ſhall not hurt you, that is, it ſhall 
not finally ruin you nor your comfort. One 
ſaid, We may be killed, but we cannot be 
hurted.” And if a Heathen could ſpeak thus, 
much more cauſe has the believer to ſay ſo. 
The Lord Jeſus affures his ſoldiers, that not 
an hair of their head ſhall periſh, He will 
ſecure their meaneſt and loweſt concerns, and 
will bring them all ſafe to their eternal home, 
notwithſtanding all the guſts and blaſts of pro- 
vidence, the perſecutions and afflictions of the 
preſent world. Though you may be killed 
all the day long, yet you ſhall not be hurted. 
X. Conſider that all the hard ſervice which 
you endure under Chriſt's banner is a new 
covenant privilege, Phil. 1. 28, 29. and be no- 
thing terrified by your adverſaries, which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to you 
of ſalvation, and that of God; for to you it is 
given in the behalf of Chriſt not only to be- 
Heve on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake. 
The Lord carries on the happineſs of belie- 
vers, and cauſes all the — winds of provi- 
dence to work together for their good, Rom. 
viii. 28. Every billow of affliction and per- 
ſecution is a means to bring the believer nearer 
and nearer to his, God. Neither men, de- 
vils, nor death can ſo afli you, but the Lord 
will make it to be for your good, being his 
people. One ſaid of death, though it was an 
outlet to all miſery and evil, to the believer it 
is an inlet to all happineſs and eternal bliſs. - 
Bleſſed be God for this! 


X11. Conſider 
= * 
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XI. Conſfider- for your encouragement 
your ſervice under Chriſt is an honourable 
ſervice, Paul did glory in his ſufferings, as 
having much honour in them, Gal. vi. 14. and 
17. There is more honour in the croſs of 
Chriſt than in all the crowns in the world. 
When Marcellus was aſked how he durſt 
give battle to Hannibal, he anſwered, © I am 
a Roman born, and a ſoldier ; and by giving 
him battle, I ſhall make my renown ever- 
laſting.” The ſoldiers of Chriſt will get an 
everlaſting renown by being faithful in his ſer- 
vice, Rev. ii. 13, They do not merit this by 
their faithfulnels; but Chriſt favours them 
therewith. Oh! the honour there is in endu- 
ring hardneſs in the ſervice of Chriſt ! It is an 


honour that the angels never bore; they are 


miniſtering ſpirits to ſerve. God in a way of 
ative obedience ; but never in a way of paſ- 
five obedience, as the believer is. Romanus, 
a nobleman by birth, gloried more in his perſe- 
cution and martyrdom than in the nobleneſs 
of his blood. * Spare me not for my nobility, 
(laid he) for not the blood of my progenitors, 
but the Chriſtian profeſſion makes me noble. 
XII. Conſider though your ſervice may be 
hard, your pay by and by ſhall be very good 
and very ſweet, The Lord Jeſus will pay off 
all his ſoldiers with crown pay, not of gold, 
but of glory, 1 Pet. v. 4. Rev. ii. 10. Where 
is any commander that pays off his foldiers like 
1 Chriſt? You ſhall have the ſame crown, 
ingdom, throne, and glory, that he hath him- 
ſelf, Rev. iii. 21. 
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XIII. Conſider though your ſervice be 
never ſo hard in itſelf, yet your gracious cap- 
tain can make it very eaſy. It is his yoke, and 
his burthen ; he will help to draw in the yoke, 


and will help to bear the burthen, until all is 


done, and the labour finiſhed, Matt. xi. 28, 
Ah, believers! the ſtrengthenings, ſupportings, 
quickenings, the heart-chearings and ſoul-revis 
* vings of Jeſus Chriſt, can make your hardeſt 
ſervice very ſwWeet and eaſy unto you. Paul 
faid he could do all things through Chrilt's 
ſtrength; Phil. iv. 13. Other commanders can 
put their ſoldiers on hard ſervice,” but they 
cannot make it eaſy unto them as Chriſt can, 
The bleſſed Jeſus can fo principle and influ- 
ence the fouls of his ſoldiers with love, that 
their hardeſt ſervice is no more unto them 
than eaſe, pleaſure, and delight. When Eli- 
zabeth Young was put in priſon, upon the ac- 
count of religion, the gaoler was commanded 
to give her hardly any thing for her ſupport. 
She ſaid, *© If you take away my meat, I truſt 
God will take away my hunger.“ Ah, Sirs! 
the Lord has many ways to {weeten and faci- 
litate all the troubles and afflictions of his dear 
people. * 
XIV. Conſider thoſe that have endured 
moſt hardneſs in Chriſt's ſervice have com- 
mended it after all. Paul called his fight a 
good fight: notwithſtanding all the ſtripes, 
perſecutions, nakedneſs, poverty, and all the. 
impriſonments which he ſuffered in the cauſe 
of Chriſt, he called it a good fight, ii. Tim. 
iv. 7. Polycarpus, who had ſerved under 
1 Cbriſt's 


a . 
Chriſt's banner eightyrſix years, ſaid, © I have 
always. found him a good maſter.” John 
Mullet, a ſoldier of the emperor of Germany, 
faid, © We have often hazarded our lives for 
the emperor, and ſhall we now ſhrink to die 
for the King of Kings ? 
Jeſus can make a dying bed 
Feel ſoft as downy pillars are, 
While on his breaſt I lean my head, 
And breathe my lite out {weetly there. 
XV. Conſider that notwithſtanding all the 
hardſhips you endure, and all the dangers you 
have to go through, yet you are immortal until 


. | js" — 1 
our time is come and your work is finiſhed. 
They could not take away the life of Chriſt 


until his time came. O the many dangers that 
Paul was in! and yet he finiſhed his courſe, 
his miniſtry, and his work. Hiſtory informs us 
how St. John was baniſhed into the iſle of Pat- 
mos, yet for all this he lived till he was very 
old, finiſhed his work, and died a natural death- 
after all. So we read that the witneſſes could 
not be ſlain until they had finiſhed their teſti- 
mony. IR, 

XVI. Conſider that it is the way to con- 
quer by enduring hardneſs. The captain of 
our ſalvation conquered every enemy by en- 
during. And this is the very way which he 
has left to moſt of his foldiers to get the vic- 
tory, by keeping up the combat, and by en- 
during hardneſs as good ſoldiers of [Jeſus 
Chriſt. Believers have no way to overcome 
but by bearing his croſs. It is ſaid in Rev. 
X11, 11, © And they overcame by the blood of 
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the lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony, 
and loved not their lives unto the death.” The 
lamb overcame by his own blood, and all the 
faints overcome. by his blood. How notabl 
Cyprian ſets forth this truth in the following 
words! The tormented Rood ſtronger than 
the tormentors ; the beaten and butchered 
members overcame the hands that did beat 
and butcher them; cruel ſtripes, oft repeated, 
long continued, could not overcome their 
impregnable faith; their bowels were digged 
out; their blood guſhed out, which quenched 
the burning of perſecution, yea, extinguiſhed 
the flames of Hell with a glorious ſtream.” 
Fabrianus ſaid, © Firſt the battle, then the 
victory, when I am dead.” 

XVII. Conſider for: your encouragement 
that it 1s better to endure hardneſs for Chriſt 
than for fin ; better to ſuffer as a martyr for 
well doing than as a malefattor for evil doing. 
1 Pet. iv. 16,17. There is a cauſe of ſhame _ 
and forrow in ſuffering for fin ; but there is a 
cauſe of romfort and rejoicing in ſuffering for 
Chriſt. They that read the lamentable ſtory 
of Francis Spira, will eaſily conclude that it is 
better to endure hardneſs for Chriſt than for 
ſin. One Denton, in queen Mary's time, ſaid, 
I cannot burn ;” but in ſome few days after, 
his houſe being on fire, he was burnt in it. 
And is it not better to burn at a ſtake for 
Chriſt than to burn in our houſes for our ſans ? 

Bury'd in ſorrow and lin, . . 


At Hell's dark door we lay; 
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But we [believers] ariſe by grace divine 
To ſee a Heavenly day. 

Bleſſed be God for a reſurrection from fin ! 

XVIII. Conſider that perſecuted godlineſs is 
better than proſperous wickedneſs, and that 
the worſt of ſufferings are better than the beſt 
of ſins, if we can think one fin better than ano- 
ther. Moſes preferred the reproaches of 
Chriſt, and ſufferings for Chriſt, before all the 
pleaſures and ſplendor of Pharoah's court, 
Heb. xi. 25, 26. The more any people ſuffer 
for Chriſt from a principle of love, the more 
of his preſence in general they enjoy; and 
% One day's communion with Jeſus Chriſt, 
(ſays Galiacius] is better than all the world.“ 
Ignatius, from a feeling ſenſe of the enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt's preſence, ſpake thus: Let 
the fire, the croſs, {kirmithing with wild beaſts, 
cuttings, butcherings, or renting in pieces, 
breaking my bones aſunder, mangling my 
members, bruiſing my whole body, yea, let me 
ſuffer all the torments that men and Devils can 
invent, ſo that I may enjoy the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. The kingdoms of the world cannot 
help me; it is better for me to die for Chriſt 
than to reign over the whole earth.” 

XIX. Conſider, that through many tribula- 
tions we muſt enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Here is much tribulation to be endured, 
but here is courage enough to endure it; for 
It is the way, yea, the very way to the kingdom 
of heaven. Cranmer ſaid, © What way to 
Heaven is ſo ſure a way as to ſuffer in Chriſt's 
caule ? 
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cauſe? If there is any way to Heaven as 
on horſe-back ſurely. this is the way.” Ah, 
ſoldiers of Chriſt ! what encouragement is here 
to endure hardnels, ſeeing you are in the way 
to the kingdom, and to all the immunities, ho. 
nours, and pleaſures of it ? 

The laſt thing I ſhall mention for your en- 
couragement is this, viz. All your wounds, 
ſcars, broken bones, and your diflocated joints 
and members cre long will be perfettly healed, 
and made ſound. John the Baptiſt's head ſhall 
be ſet on his ſhoulders again; the tongues 
which the perſecutors cut off ſhall be put in 
the mouths of the ſaints again, to ſing hallelu- 
jah and praiſe for ever; the bodies of the 
ſaints, which have been lacerated and burnt to 
aſhes, ſhall at laſt be raiſed in the greateſt per- 
fettion, ſplendour, and glory, Phil. iii. 14. 

When this happy hour comes, then all the 
ſoldiers of Chriſt being gathered together 
from the field of battle ſhall ſurround the eter- 
nal throne, and being crowned with glory, 
having palms of eternal vittory in their hands, 
will moſt ſweetly ſing unto the honour and 

raiſe of their immortal king. | 

Our ſouls did tread the deſert through, 

With undiverted feet, \ 

And faith and flaming zeal fubdu'd 

The terrors which we meet. | 

Long nights and darkneſs dwelt below, 

With ſcarce a twinkling ray; 
But the bright world in which we are 

Is everlaſting day. | 
„ Eternal 
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Eternal glory to the king 
That brought us ſafely tbroughT 
- Our tongues {hall never ceaſe to ling, 
And endleſs praiſe renew. 

Oh reader ! God'grant that it may be the 
language in that day when all.God's dear people 
all live and reſt in the enjoyment of bis love 
for ever and ever! | 

II. For — | 

I. Live in views of the hardneſs w «bicd! 
Chriſt Jeſus endured for you; think often 
upon the poverty and repreaches which he pa- 
tiently bore on your account; look upon him 
as in that hot and bloody conflict in the gar- 
den, when he {weat- not only water, but blood; 


„ en he cried, © My God; my God, Why 


haſt thou forſaken me ?” Look upon him 
treading the wine-preſs of his father's wrath; 
and lying under the curſe of the law. O be: 
lievers! he did all this, and more too, for you. 


© The Lord Jeſus hath endured far harder ſer- 


vice for you than ever he called any of his ſck 
diers unto to endure for him. O let us often 
think of this in our minds.—When John Hults, 
the martyr, had the ſkin flead off his head, and 
the perſecutors had put on him a paper crown 
of a cubit high, painted with the picture of 
three ugly Devils, he ſaid, My Lord J eſus 
Chriſt for my ſake did wear a crown of thorns ; 
why ſhould I not wear this light paper crown 
for his ſake, be it never ſo1 ignominious RT ruly 
I will do it, and that willingly.” 
II. Logk at the cloud of witneſſes, Heb. 
xii. 1. Sce how they have led the van, and 


endured 
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endured much hardneſs in the warfare of the 
Lamb.—The apoſtle expounds the cloud of 
witneſſes, of Old Teſtament believers, menti- 
oned in chap. xi. as a motive and means to ſtir 
up the New Teſtament believers to follow 
after them. O Sirs! let us look at theſe, and 
follow after them. They endured the hard- 
neſs of bonds, of baniſhments, of the whip, 
the ſaw, the rack, the wheel, the gibbet, the 
fire, and all the tortures and cruelty that the 
malice of men and Devils could put upon 
them.—Herwin, the martyr, ſaid to his bre- 
thren, when at the ſtake, I fight under the 
ſtandard and in the cauſe of my great Lord 
and Captain, Chriſt. Do you follow me, if 
ever God ſhould call you to it.” —Francis 
Glover ſaid to his two ſons who ſuffered toge- 
ther with himſelf, © Sheep we are for the 
laughter. This is no new thing. Let us fol- 
low millions of martyrs through temporal 
death unto eternal life. Take, my brethren, 
the prophets, who have ſpoken in the name of 
the Lord, for an example of ſuffering, affliction, 
and patience.” TY 

III. Conſider ſeriouſly the hardneſs and mi- 
ſery which the damned endure and ſuffer, for 
denying and difowning the cauſe and ſervice 
of Chriſt, What priſon ſo dark, ſo diſmal, 
ſo ſtrong, ſo durable, as the infernal priſon 
where the damned lie? What wrath like 
the wrath of God? What torment is like 
the torment of conſcience ? What fire of per- 
ſecution and affliction is like the lake which 


burneth with fire and brimſtone for ever? It 
| | we 
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we could think more upon theſe things in this 
light, we would not murmur ſo much as we do 
in enduring hardneſs in and for the cauſe of 
_ Chriſt. | Ws | 

IV. Think much upon your inviſible God, 
and of the inviſible things of the other world. 
Get up by faith to the top of Piſgah, and view 
the Holy Land, This was of great uſe to Mo- 
ſes, and it bore up his ſpirit above the fear of 
what Pharoah could do when enraged againſt 
him. By faith he forſook Egypt, not fearing 
the wrath of the king, &c. Heb, xi. 27. Faith 
has an eye which penetrates to the things of the 
other world, and fetches comfort from hence 
into the believing ſoul. This was the method 
of the apoſtles and the primitive Chriſtians ; 


they looked at the far more exceeding and 


eternal weight of glory, and whilſt they took 
this proſpett, it kept them from fainting'and 
ſinking, 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. Jeſus Chriſt 
made uſe of this method himſelf, Heb. xii. 2.— 
A proſpeA of divine things made Tankerfield 
to ſpeak thus at the ſtake : Although I have 
a ſharp dinner, I hope to have a joytul ſupper 
with Jeſus in Heaven.” 51 2 

V. Let your hearts hang looſe from all the 
things of this world. The leſs your hearts are 
ſet on terrene things, the better will you take 
up and bear the croſs of Chriſt.— No man 
(ſaith the apoſtle) that warreth entangles him- 
ſelf with the affairs of this world, (or of this 
life) that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen 
him to be a ſoldier.“— If ever you would 
pleaſe your Captain Chriſt, pray unto him that 
he would keep your hearts from being en- 
x tanglec 


(72) 


Ustled wich the things of chis world; for the 
church which bore the brunt of perſecution i in 
the warfare of the lamb againſt the old ſer- 
pent, &c. is deſcribed as one having the moon 
under her feet, i. e. ſhe bad the variable moon- 
like things of this world in contempt.—W hen 
Paul had the world crucified unto him, and 
himſelf unto the world, then he could not 
only bear the croſs, but alſo glory in the croſs 
of Cbhriſt. When Juletta was condemned to 
W loſe her land and life for refuſing to 3 
| the Heathen Gods, ſhe ſaid, . F arewell righes 
and welcome poverty Farewell Wel- 
come death ! All that I have, and if it were a 
thouſand times more, would I rather loſe than 
ſpeak one blaſphemous word againſt God, my 
F Oreator. I give thee- moſt hearty thanks, 0 
my God, for this grace, that-I can u__ this 
travſitory world.” 
VI. Deſire your gracious God to warm 
your heart with his eternal love. A ſoul in- 
flamed with the love of Chriſt, what will it not 
do or ſuffer for him? Love is an arm invinci- 
ble, and a flame that cannot fe quenched. 
Jacob's love to Rachel made the ſervitude ofa 
double apprenticeſhip to ſeem but a few days; 
ſo love to Chriſt will make the hardeſt ſervice 
to appear as a pleaſure, and the longeſt affliaiBn 
to ſeem but ſhort. Love is ſuch a divine prin- 
ciple that it will make t Youl tolook over all 
the difficylties, dangers, and- * hardſhips: that it 
meets with in the ways of Chriſt ; yea, it will 
make the greateſt hardſhips to ſeem deſirable - 


and delt Gable in the believer's view. — Mr. y 
- - Bland, 
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Bland, the martyr, when at the ſtake ſaid, 
This death is more deſirable and dear unto 
me than thouſands of ſilver and gold. Such 
love, O Lord, haſt thou kindled in my breaſt, 
that I hunger after thee.” _ we tag 
VII. Conſult not with carnal reaſon : if 
you liſten to this, it will lead you out of the 
way, and cauſe you to wave the croſs, and 
to comply with fin rather than to ſuffer, and 
endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt, — When Paul was called to endure 
hardneſs in the ſervice of Chriſt, he ſaid im- 
mediately, I conferred not with fleſh and 
blood,” — We ſhould ſhun carnal reaſon and 
fleſhly wiſdom as we would the. Devil; for this 
will teach men to fleep in a whole ſkin, to 
ſwim with the ſtream, to correſpond with the 
times, yea, to ſin rather than to ſuffer. May 
the Lord deliver us from carnal reaſoning ! for 
tis a great enemy to the croſs of Chriſt, —- 
When a friend of Mr. Frith had contrived a 
Jay to free him from priſon, he ſmiled at it, 
© and ſaid, I am put here only for religion's | 
fake, and for ſuch; dottrine as I am bound in 
conſcience, under pain of damnation, to main= 
tain, If I ſhould now run away, I ſhould run 
from my God and from the teſtimony of his 
word, whereby I ſhould deſerve a thoufand 
Hells.” —Ah Sirs!. take heed' of this if ever 
you would endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of 
your divme Jeſus. Si La: 
VIII. In the ſtrength of .the Lord and his 
grace, reſolve to endure what bardneſs ſoever 
you may meet with in the ſervice of Chriſt. 
| G Cyrus 
1 ® 
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Cyrus ſaid to one of his ſoldiers, * It is the 
part of a valiant man either to live honourably 
or to die honourably.“ So it is the part of 
every valiant Chriſtian to do the ſame in the 
ſervice of Chriſt.— Pyrrhus, ſeeing the fortitude 
and valour of the Romans, ſaid, If valour 
were loſt, the mould of it might be found in a 
Roman's heart. Where ſhould true ſpiritual 
valour be found but in the heart of a ſound 
believer ?—When Wingfield was diſſuading 
and diſcouraging Kerby, the martyr, from ſuf- 
fering, telling him, * The fire is hot, the ter- 
ror great, the pain extreme, life ſweet ; better 
it were betime to ſtick to mercy, while there 
was hope of mercy, than raſhly to begin, and 
afterwards to ſhrink;” Kerby ſaid, © Ah, 
Mr. Wingfield ! be at my burning, and you 
ſhall ſay, There ſtandeth a Chriſtian ſoldier 
in the fire; for I know that fire, water, ſword, 
and all other things, are in the hands of God, 
and he will not ſuffer any more to be laid 
upon me than I am able to bear,”—* Ab, ſol- 
diers of Chriſt ! put on reſolution and cou- 
rage, and like the captain of your ſalvation, 
endure the croſs and deſpiſe the ſhame ; and 
as you proceed ſing thus: ah. 
Gird thy loins up, Chriſtian ſoldier, 
Lo! thy captain calls thee out; 
Let the danger make thee bolder ; 
War in weakneſs, dare in doubt. 
Buckle on thy heavenly armour ; 
Patch up no inglorious peace; 
Let thy courage wax the warmer, 
As thy foes and fears increaſe. E 
| : | ca, 
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Yea, when dangers cloſer threaten, 
And thy ſoul draws near to death; 

When aſlaulted fore by Satan, 
Then object the ſhield of faith. 

Fiery darts of fierce temptations, 

Intercepted by thy God, 

There ſhall loſe their force in patience, 
Sheath'd in love and quench'd in blood. 


God grant that this may be thy caſe, O reader! 


IX. Look more at and upon your fins than 


your ' ſufferings. The ſoul that lives moſt in 
the beholding of fins, will ſee but little cauſe 


to murmur at the trouble and ſorrow through 
which it goes, while in the preſent life. The 
church ſuffered very hard when God made 


breach upon breach upon her: the ſword 
abroad, death at home, &c. How did ſhe act 


then? Why ſhe looked more upon her ſins 
than upon her ſufferings; ſaying, © Where- 
fore doth a living man complain; a man for 
the puniſhment of his fins,” Lam. iii. g9,—If 
a man look upon his ſins to have deſerved the 
moſt heavy judgments, chains, plagues, wrath, 
blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, &c. how can 
he then think much to endure any hardneſs in 
the ſervice of Chriſt, ſeeing that he is ſaved 
through bis righteouſneſs and blood? God 
grant us a clear view of the exceeding ſinful- 
nels of ſin. 

X. Look on your mercies more than on 
your troubles, and you ſhall find this of great 
uſe to help you to endure hardneſs under 


* Chriſt's banner. This was one reaſon why 


the Iſraclites could endure the hardneſs of the 
'G 2 wilderneſs 
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WY wilderneſs no better, becauſe they looked ſo 

= much upon their wants and ſtraits, and fo 

= little upon the miracles of mercies which ſo 

often were conferred upon them. Had they 

conſidered their wilderneſs mercy more, they 

would have endured their wilderneſs hardſhips 

with greater courage than they did. Had they 

conſidered what mercies they had in their 

bread, drink, and in their clothes ; their meat 

and drink were not ordinary, but ſpiritual and 

miraculous, 1 Cor. x. iii. 4. Had their ſouls 

been affected with a ſenſe of their mercies, 

how eaſily they might have endured the trou- 

bles and afflictions of the wilderneſs. It was 

a dolorous time when Jeremiah. breathed 

forth thoſe ſad lamentations, where he com- 

plains of the famine, ſword, the wormwood 

and gall, &c. and whilſt he looked at theſe 

W things his eyes affected his heart; but he did 

ll not determinate his thoughts on the dark fide 

| of their condition, but takes a proſpett of their, 

! 
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mercies which they had in their greateſt miſe- 
ries for their ſupport. *© It is (ſaid he) of the 
Lord's mercy that we are not conſumed,” 
O believers ! it is impoſſible for you to be 1o 
low in affliction and trouble; but there 1s 
ſomething of mercy left for the comfort and 
relief of your precious ſouls —When tidings 
were brought to Lady Laglee that the was 
condemned to. be hanged, ſhe fell down upon 
her knees, and bleſſed God, &c. that he was 
pleaſed to call her to ſuffer for his truth, and 
to wear his livery, meaning the halter. — 
O bleſs God for your mercics, * 
o* of | 8 
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The Lord help us to learn this divine art, 
viz, to extratt mercies out of miſeries, then 
we ſhall be able to unfold Sampſon's riddle, 
and to get bread out of the eater's mouth, 
and ſweetneſs out of the ſtrong; to ſweeten 
the molt bitter troubles which you meet with 
in your way to heaven. ' 
XI. Compare your preſent croſſes and 
troubles with your future glory and unfading 
crown. This has been a ſpecial mean by 
which ſuffering ſaints have been much anima- 
ted to endure hardneſs, Rom. vin. 18.—The- 
apoſtle Paul ſpeaks very diminutively of preſent _ 
ſufferings and afflidtions when compared with 
future glory. Afflictions are but light; glory 
is ponderous and weighty. Afflictions are to 


be endured but for a moment; glory is to be 


endured for ever and ever, 5 
XII. When you contemplate upon your 

immortal ſtate and future glory, pray unto 
your eternal God that he would keep you in 
an humble frame of mind; for the lower you 
are made in your own eyes the better you will 
be accompliſhed to endure hardneſs in the 
ſervice of Chriſt. ob who was content to fit 
on the dunghill, and to abhor himſelf in duſt 
and aſhes; O how well was he accompliſhed 
to endure hardneſs ? — David looked upon 
himſelf to be a worm, and no man. When one 
is brought to look upon himſelf to be a worm, 
and no man, he will not think it much when 
the feet of men or beaſts trample upon him. 
May the Lord humble us, and may we be kept 
humble, always depending upon his almighty ' 

| 3 power 
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ly power, and his eternal mercy towards us in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord !—Paul looked upon 
himſelf with a very diminutive eye, as un- 
worthy the name of an apoſtle, and to be leſs 
than the leaſt of all ſaints; and when thus 
humbled, how mighty was he then in enduring . 
hardneſs ?—When 4 ſoldiers of Chriſt lie 
low in the valley of Humility, the ſhots of the 
enemy paſs over them and hurt them not. Ah, 
believers ! look upon yourſelves. as leſs than 
the leaſt of all God's mercies, and as deſerving 
the greateſt afflictions and miſeries, then you 
= will endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers, and will 
not kick and fling — troubles and afflic- 
tions pinch you. 

XIII. Deſire your gracious God both to 
teach and help you to reſign yourſelves to his 
ſovereign will and pleaſure, yea, that he would 
give you to be any thing or nothing, in order 
that he himſelf may be all in all.— When 
Samuel brought Eli that ſad meſſage of what 
the Lord would do unto his houſe, at which | 
we ears of every one that heard it ſhould tingle, 
It is the Lord, (ſaid he) let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. He had reſigned 
= himſelf to the will of God, therefore could 
= better bear that heavy ſtroke. —The three 
children had reſigned up themſelves to the 
will of God, and were at a point with the 
king, notwithſtanding all bis rage and threats. 
* Whether their God would deliver them or 
not, it was all one, the will of the Lord was 

to be done in the matter; then they could 
13 * and readily embrace the hery fur- 
= nace 
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nace rather than" worſhip the idol. O, how 
eaſy might we bear the croſs of Chriſt, and 
drink of the cup with Chriſt, if we had a re- 
ſigning ſpirit like him! ſaying, © Nevertheleſs 
not my will, but thy will be done.” — The ever- 
laſting covenant is ordered in all things well 
and ſure. You cannot order things in provi- 
dence nor grace fo ſure and fo well as the 
Lord has done for you, therefore be reſigned 
unto his ſovereign will, and let him do with 
you, for you, and in you what ſeemeth him 
good, and you ſhall find this a good mean to 
help you to endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt. x 
XIV. Take heed of thoſe teachers and of 


thoſe dottrines which lead you off from Chriſt | 


and his croſs. The doftrine of the goſpel is 
called the preaching of the croſs, 1 Cor. i. 16. 


There were teachers in the primitive times that 


carried on a deſign againſt the croſs of Chriſt: 
here are, to our grief too, too many ſtill in 
the world of this make: God help you to avoid 
them ! and may you be preſerved from being 
{educed by any of them to leave the good old 
way, which leads you to eternal gloryß. 

XV. Deſire the Lord to reveal unto your 
fouls more and more of your covenant inte- 
reſt in Chriſt Jeſus. The more you know 
the Lord to be your's, the better you will be 
enabled to endure hardneſs in the ſervice of 
Chriſt. This was the beſt anchor-hold the 
prophet Jeremiah had to hold faſt by, when 
thoſe grievous ſtorms of afflictions fell u 
the church, Lam. iii. 24. The Lord is my 


portion 


| 
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portion, (ſaith my foul) therefore will 1 hope 
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m him.” Together with this, pray earneſtly that- 
the preſence of Chriſt may be with you in all 
your troubles and hardſhips as you paſs through 


the preſent life; for in this life, and while 


here below, we are but pilgrims and ſtrangers, 


F paſſing forward through the wilderneſs, ſeek- 


ing a city whoſe builder and maker is God. — 


A ſtranger will not think it much if dogs bark 


at him-as he paſſeth along; he knows it is 
uſual. A traveller will not think it much if 


| he meets with up-hills as well as down-hills ; 


ihe meet with ſtorms, ſhowers, and blaſts, 
as well as calm weather and ſun-ſhine ; if he 
meets with inconveniencies at an inn he will 


not be much-troubled at this, when conſidering 


that he is on his journey and not at home.— 


E Can ſoldiers and combatants that have entered 
on a warfare expect to live quiet and at reſt 


while the enemy is in the field and up in arms ? 
O, no! no more can the believer; but that 
he may go through all weather, changes, dan= 


gers, bargſhips, and wars, with ſome degree of 


pleaſure and delight. The aſſiſtance and pre- 
ſence of the Lord [Jeſus are the only means 


* whichare and will be of great ule to the be- 


lievers to help him to hold on and to hold 
out under all the hardneſs that he does, or has, 
or may endure, in his way to glory. The pre- 
ſence- of the ever-blefſed Trinity will ſweeten 
every bitter trouble that you may meet with, and 


& when you ſhall be called to the laſt combat, 


viz, death, nothing can make you happy here 


N but his divine preſence; for this was the ſup- 


dert 
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port of David, and has been, is, and ſhall he, 
to the end of time, to thole whom God loves, 
Pſalm, xxiii. 4. Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, I wifi not 
fear.” What! not fear Death? No. Why? 
„ For thou art with me.” -O bleſſed be God 
for his comfortable and ſupporting preſence ! 
this is a ſweet cordial indeed! For thou art 
with me ;” thou haſt been with me through 


life; thou art now with me in death; angie 


after this combat I ſhall be with thee throggh'* 


all eternity. | | TIF, bs. 
Then, deareſt Lord, in thine embraces,” 
Let me reſign my fleeting breatj, 
And, with a ſmile upon my face, RR 
Paſs the important hour of death, *** 


4 
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Nov, to conclude, ſtudy the many obligati- 
ons that tie upon you to endure hardneſs in the 
ſerviceof Chriſt, as from the precepts, thepromi- 
ſes,tbeordinances, &c.yea, as fromthe love, the 
blood, and from the ſpirit of Chriſt, &c. But 
farther, you have obliged yourſelves unto him; 
you have promiſed and covenanted to endure 

ardneſs, therefore as good ſoldiers, in the 
{ſtrength of the Lord, go on from conquering 
unto conquer, remembering that the vows of 
God are upon you, and whenever Chriſt calls 
you forth to ſuffer in his cauſe, be ready to 
anſwer theſe great obligations, ſaying with 
David, Pſalm cxvi. 18, © I will pay my vows 
unto thee, O Lord.” 
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